D e SR & A D
Ridaelys %‘b/;m*

NS t}) 1795) 35 o (Google, 2021
\ “ : ) | ‘ , : ndeefCreek Marina §

1 .. B
ongressg. B 24

',‘ 4 ‘ 3 — N\ ‘|‘ /); /7 ‘ « MarshyPoint
7 ¢ D7/ = : A / N NaturgCenter
B Furnace TS w w0 B

al :

’ b A : N8,y \ \
y j - N4 o ({1 e R
» > » e = - = 3 \ N N\ 3 | o ng Woods &
(’/I.\[‘(,’J/ . - et /S 3 ’ N ' ¥
/ ’ : ‘ ™ . | y \ ‘ : : / : . | "’4‘ ;:::.: ‘ m
e o
4
e
7/ %k
- / >
Q) ‘// ’.,( .
-5 : S "W\ > Dundee
” : . A N BN o Natural
- ﬂ » . R ) \ \ Y Environment
/ ) K W\ oy \ Area o
,_4][- ‘ [ (‘> ~ S - / American Native Plants ' r
, ~ ? W ) R4
a . e s
. ; ) d i
’/’ - ‘/:' s () ﬂ"l’ {/l‘ \\ e\ \ . 0 Q‘. % l,:, .'.‘
- ——', \‘_ .~ S ‘. \' &,.(& </ 5
4 O > 0N %
| 23 72

A . e
\\\‘\ \-t\ ) = 54 A _;'0 )

\\\ . 'y — “\: 'r.‘n- P’ W \\\%/ - Wr
NN VW )
N \ o ¥\ e /)

3 N AN ‘I/AQ?. Z i iR . 'Q\_\ = /

e .-,

MarshyPoir

N :
- et )

Google

Marshy Point-
Cassandor Hamailton Site (18BA623)

By Daniel Dean

Research Chair- Marshy Point Nature Center Council



MARSHY POINT PARK & NATURE CENTER - TRAILS
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MAP KEY
Marshy Point Park (including Tidewater Village Open Space)

===m=m  (blue) Dundee-Saltpeter Trail, 1.0 mile ==mzu (tan) Vernal Pond Trail, 0.9 miles
== (red) Weiskittel Trail, 0.9 miles == (purple) BrinkmansTrail, 1.0 mile

===mm  (orange) Katie and Wil's Trail, 0.6 miles =m:m (gray) Bluebird Loop Trail, 1.2 miles

== = (white) White Tail Trail, 0.5 miles === (pink) Skunk Cabbage Loop Trail, 0.75 miles
—=m (yellow) Cassandor Hamilton Trail, 0.2 miles total == Shortcut Path

==m=m (green) Greenway Trail, 1.5 miles ‘

Property lines compiled from existing deed information, and are not to be considered authoritative. Trail lengths are approximate. Map created
by the Balto. County Dept. of Rec. and Parks, March 2017




Marshy Point property was acquired by
Baltimore County in 1982 from the Weiskittel and
Zelinski families

A gravestone was found on the property and is
Inscribed: “In Memory of/ CASSANDOR
HAMILTON/Who Departed this Life/October 1't
1794/Aged 42 Years”
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Plans were to make a history learning point
along a trail suggested by Robert Stanhope,
chief naturalist for the county at the time

No information was found about the marker until
2019







Transition of
orave marker

- Dave Oshman of the Marshy Point
Nature Center Council had the stone
restored by Roth Cemetery Services in
Pennsylvania

- Covid19 slowed preservation attempts

- Stone was replaced in August of 2020
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- While Dave Oshman, president of the nature

center's council, was completing work for the

20th anniversary of the Nature Center, I had

been sending information to Benjamin Porter,
director of the park for Baltimore County

- It was found, Cassandra Hamilton had

inherited the property from her father, William
Bond

- The information had previously assumed a male

because of the name, however, all evidence
pointed to Cassandra and other possible
members of her family being buried on the
property
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Marshy Point- Comprised of 4 Sections

Accessed from https://mdlandrec.net
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Nicholson's
Discovery 1770
(217a)

- Widower of Ruth Bond

Information from map-maker.org

(The Happy-Map-Makers Website)
with data in Google Earth
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James' First Attempt

1782 (462a)
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TRANSCRIPTS FROM THE FamiLy BisrLe or James Bowp,

William & Elizabeth Bond, Married March 17* Anno Domini 1730. .

Ruth Bonci)(l,.')apghlt% lol’ William & Elizabeth Bond, was Born Feb* 7t The ]']'fe Of
Anno mini o

Luke Stansbury Bond Son of William & Elizabeth Bond, Born April 15% Cassandra. .

Anno Domini 1733.
Priscilla Bond Daughter of William & Elizabeth Bond Born July 2¢ 1735.
Tobias Bond, Son of William & Elizabeth Bond, Born QOect* 5% 1744,

4Cassandria Bond, Daughter of William & Elizabeth Bond November 7t + Perafamily Bible from James

1749. Bond found on familysearch.org
James Bond', Son of William & Elizabeth Bond Born March 7% 1755.
Elizabeth Worthi n Daughter of Vashel & Priscilla Worthington Born - Birth date varies slightly from
Noveml')e.r 25" 1759. a ; the estimated gravestone birth
M ! .tz\} :rlt_%;gton Daughter of Vashel & Priscilla Worthington Born
y £

Priscilla Bond Worthington Daughter of Charles & Elizabeth Worthington
Born Novem* 7% 1774.

William Bond Husband of Elizabeth Bond, departed this Life February
25% 1769 Aged 63 years.

Elizakcth ?gnd wife of the above William departed this Life Jan> 31, 1787.

years.

Luke & Frances Bond was married July 18% 1762,

Tobias Bond Son of Luke & Frances Bond, born July 229 1763.

John Bond, Son of Luke & Frances Bond, born Dec® 6, 1764.

Elizabeth Bond, Daughter of Luke & Frances Bond, born April 8 1766.

William Bond, Son of e & Frances Bond born March 10, 1 [torn] 8.

Frances Bond wife of Luke Bond Departed this Life, Octr 24. 1768.




An early mention of Cassandra in her grandmother's will
from 1759

Liber 30, folio 684
16 April 1759
STANSBURY, JANE, Baltimore Co.
To the 6 chldn. of my son Tobias Stansbury decd., the money & tob. he had of me at his d.
To grddau. Prissilla Worthington. d. o. Wm. Bond & wife Vachel Worthington, negro lad Jerry.
To grdchldn. Luke, Tobias, & Cassandra Bond, the g. & c. in the hands of my son-in-law Wm. Bond, except the negroes & a bed worth L 8..
To grddau. Ruth Nicols, wife of Nathan Nicols, a large Bible & part of the use of negro Ben, & if Ruth d. s. p.. sd. Ben to grdson Luke Bond.
To dau. Elizabeth Bond, for life, L 8/yr. from the use of sd. negro Ben.
To grddau. Sophia Hall (d. o. of John Hall of Cranberry), negro lad James.
To grddau. Martha Hall, d. o. John Hall of Cranberry, negro wench Dinah & her increase except her child Abigal. which I have devised to grdau. Elizth. Hall.
To grdson Edard Hall, s. 0. John Hall of Cranberry, negro girl Cate.
To grdson John Bidle Hall, s. 0. John Hall of Cranberry, negro girl Sue.
To grdson Josias Hall, s. 0. John Hall of Cranberry, negro boy Cupit.
To grddau. Elizabeth Hall, d. o. John Hall of Cranberry, negro girl Abigal. d. o. sd. wench Dinah.
/! To dau. Bothya Hall, wife of John Hall of Cranberry, negro woman Sarah & her increase, except Sue, Cupit. & Cate, bequeathed to my sd. grdsons.
The residue to my son-in-law & extr.. John Hall of Cranberry.
Witn: Luke Griffith. Wm Horton. Peter Dickson. Amos Garrett.
9 May 1759, sworn to by Griffith, Dickson, & Garrett.
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The will where Cassandra receives land from
her father, William Bond 1in 1767
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Baltimere County, June 19, 1769.

To be fold, on the 1ji Day of Auguft mext, at Public
Vendue, at the late Dawel ing Plantation of Captarn
William Bond, dceafed, in faid County, Szltpetre
Creek, ‘ : .
L L the moveable Eftate of the faid William
Bond. Alfo g8 Acres of Land, lying on faid

Creek, with a clear Title, for ready Money, by
ELISABETH BOND, Executnx.

e

Maryland Gazette 29 Jun 1769

—~a . -

William Bond's Estate Sold
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One year prior to Cassandra's marriage, her

mother passes away (1787)




1788

Jan. 10 Thomas Dye Cockey and Elizabeth Cockey L
Cassandra

marries James

Hambleton 1n

Mar. 11 Thomas Cockey and Ruth Brown L
1788 (from the
Apr. 7 John Hiud and Ann Shields P .

Jan. 13 Joseph Perrigoy and Susanna Green L

Jan. 22 Joseph Israel and Hester Thompson L

) | marriage

Apr. 8 William Penn and Mary liams L I'eCOI'dS Of

Apr. 24 Daniel Holland and Rachel Cotrill L Reverend Lewis
May 1 Daniel Stansbury and Elizabeth Stansbury L RiChardS 1784-

May 2 Thos. McDermott and Etty Bryan P 1 ’7 90)
May 8 Joseph Stansbury and Ruth Chineth L

May 8 John Divers and Belinda Eagleston L

May 12 George Hall and Elizabeth Robinson L

May 22 John Renddy and Deborah Bowen L




Financial Struggles of the Bond
Family

1" ) o i C ."\ A

B l aryltnd Journol Balunore, MD Maryland Journal Baltimore, MD
Tuesday, Nov 29, 1791 Friday, Dec 16, 1791

Vol: XVIIL, Issue: 95, Page: 3 Vol: ;‘{’Vlll, ls’sue: 100, Page: 1

- To'be SDLD, at PUBLIC SAL £y on Aorday the || Tobe SOLD, at P UBLIC SALE, on,Monday the

19th Day of December next, at 11 o Ciock in the Fore- 19i6 Day of December next, at 33 0'Ciock in the Forea
noon, at ibelate Sheriffs, Office, in BaltimoresTown, Puoon, at i‘bc:‘f_'te Sbex:{:ﬁﬁce. "1‘ Baltimare-Town,
sy a i

Part of Two TRACIS of LAND, || Fart of 1wo TRACTS of LAND,
led An “.N P i called Anprzw's:NzorxcT, and Part of Bonn's-Nzcx, ly=-
called ANDREW's-NEGLECT, and Part o ?m" p’s-Neck, ly. ing in Middle-River Lower-Hundred; in Baltimore County, abous
ing in Middle-River Lowef- Hundréd, in Baltimort Copnsy, about | | 14 or 15 Miles from Baltimore-Town, late the Propertyof JaMxs
{ 14cr15 Miles frgm Baltimore-Towny l2té tht Pré} cityof Jamrs | | Bonp and Cassandra Bono, Devifees of Wirriam Bonp 3
Bunp and Cassanora Rono, Devifees of WirrtamBonn; feized and taken at the Suit of Cuazres Carnorr, Executar

feized and taken a4t the Suit of Cnarrrs Cargorr, Lxecutor of C, CazroLt, for the Ufe of Jamxs Girxe, by virtue of a
of C, CAgRoLL, for the Ufe of JaMES GILES, by vistue of 3 Writ of Penditioni Exponas to me dire€ted. To be fold for Cafhy

WWrit of Puditioni Exponas to me dirc@ed, To be fold for Cath || only THOMAS RUTTER, lete Sheriff.
only.. THOMAS RUTTER, late Skerijf. N S - - ‘
Baitimere, November 28, 1701, ,

Provided courtesy of HSoBC
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A boundary document a year after Cassandra’s passing in 1795 with her

widower, James Hamilton




Cassandra's brother James and the End
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“From losses sustained in trade, | am under
the painful necessity of applying to the next general
assembly of Maryland, for the benefit of an Insolvent law.”

Provided courtesy of HSoBC



7. WILLIAM BOND, son of Thomas and Ann (Robinson) Bond, died in
Baltimore County on 6 April 1769, having married Elizabeth, daughter
of Luke and Jane Stansbury. Elizabeth, was born ¢. 1714, and died 15
Feb. 1787, in her 74th year.

William and Elizabeth were the parents of: a. Ruth, married Nathar
Nicholson on 16 March 1749; b. Luke Stansbury, born April 1733, died
c. 1773; c. Priscilla, born 3 July 1735, married Vachel Worthington on
17 Nov. 1757; d. Elizabeth; e. Thomas; f. William; g. Tobias; h. James
died 1809, having married Martha; i. Jacob, died before 1787; k.

Cassandra.

A published
genealogy
from the
Historical
Society of
Baltimore
County

In December
1975 shows:
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| found, on this land, the resident of Cassandra Hamilton, nee Bond.

Her father William Bond had left her the land in 1767 when he passed
away.

Her mother was still living on the land as well as other relatives according
to the tax record of 1783.

Cassandra’s mother Elizabeth Bond, nee Stansbury, passed away in 1787 as
indicated by her Will.

A year later, Cassandra marries James Hambleton, changed to Hamilton on
other documents, in 1788.

Evidence of financial trouble appears with the Bond family at Marshy Point
around 1791

A year prior to Cassandra’s death in 1793, the property at Marshy Point is
mortgaged involving David McMechen of Pot Spring (BA-70).

Cassandra passes away according to the gravestone in 1794.

Cassandra's brother James applies for the benefit of Insolvent Law in 1803.
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- The importance of the Bond family and owners of this property have

wide reach in the state of Maryland. Research has found relations of
the Bond family who were part of founding Fell’s Point. William Bond,
who left Marshy Point’s property to his daughter Cassandra s the son
of Thomas Bond of Harford County, Maryland. His father left an acre of
land to the Quakers to found a church with members practicing today.
William’s brother Jacob Bond was involved with the committee
deciding to go to war during the revolution.

- Another of William’s brothers, John, and a sister, Sarah, along with

their children during Cassandra’s lifetime were involved in the
establishment of Fell’s Point. One of William’s brothers, Joshua is
known today for Joshua’s Meadows property (HA-356).

- On Cassandra’s mothers side, Elizabeth Bond nee Stansbury was the

daughter of the same Luke Stansbury whose gravestone is located at
the Ballestone-Stansbury House on the National Register of Historic
Places (BA-262, Cedar Point House).
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Items Found 1n Domestic Area

Photos courtesy of Balt. Co. Rec & Parks
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Preventative Conservation

For the iron objects:

- Used electrolysis bath using Sodium Carbonate %Washing soda and sometimes with soda
ash). It was run at about 2 amps for most items for about 2 weeks changing out the water
and electrolyte solution every other day. Depending on time, it was jumped to 10 amps.

- Sealed with a rust preventative. Rustoleum was used in both clear and black.
Unfortunately, the pot base 1s still showing signs of "Wgeepln% iron." Item was transferred to
the Northern Chesapeake chapter of Archeological Society of Maryland for further
processing.

- Items are stored in a "dry box" until a final display is finished.




For the copper/brass/pewter/other mixed metal items:

- Soaked 1n distilled water mixed with sodium carbonate and sodium
bicarbonate to make a rough amount of sesquicarbonate. Aimed for 5%
but I did not worry about patina and was more worried about
cupreous chlorides. I changed this solution out every day or so for
about a week depending on the items.

- I moved the items to a mix of grain alcohol (Everclear) and
Benzotriazole BTA (carcinogen). They were soaked and sealed for
about a week or sometimes less in this mixture.
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Conservation

- The items were rinsed in acetone and left to dry a day.

- A coating of Renaissance Wax was applied for the majority of items.

- Will reapply wax as needed and will keep an eye out for "Bronze
Disease."




Help from the
ASM

- With the help of the Central and Northern
Chesapeake Chapters of the Archeological
Society of Maryland (ASM), Marshy Point
Park has been able to search for clues into
the life of the individuals who associated
with our vast landscape, hundreds of years

ago, by digging test pits in the earth.

- Led by Katharine Fernstrom and Dan
Coates, of the Central and Northern
Chesapeake Chapters of the ASM, who have
combined decades of experience and
expertise, we have broken ground and begun
analyzing what has been found. We are
gaining a better understanding of the
socioeconomic presence during the 18120t
centuries for the community.




FIGURE 14: Locations of Headstone, Fieldstones, and Probable and Possible Grave Shafts
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In March 2020, the MHT
provided its services by
performing a Ground
Penetrating Radar Survey
to look for anomalies which
would indicate possible
grave shafts.

Final results suggest 17
probable and 9 possible
grave shafts.

Courtesy of the Maryland
Historical Trust - Office of
Archaeology

Help from the Maryland Historical

Trust




Daniel Dean

Set in Stone: Two Hundred Twenty-Six Years a Mystery

Now, more than ever, we find ourselves realizing the value of being
close to family and reflecting on our own mortality. Memories of loved ones are
passed to the next generation for some, but others soon are forgotten in the
bins of antique shops, thrift stores, and yard sales. Over time, even the last re-
maining glimpses of those passed can be lost in cemeteries overgrown by
woods as the earth envelops history. We at Marshy Point have one of those
rare enigmas along the trail aptly named for one of its successors.

The Cassandor Hamilton trail was developed from a mystery that has
been waiting over 226 years for insight, set in stone quietly slumbering in the
woods. When Baltimore County acquired the land in 1982, they noted a grave-
stone bearing the inscription, “In Memory of Cassandor Hamilton Who Departed this Life October 1(?)it 1794
Aged 42 Years.” There are other stones marking a number of graves; however, except for a stone with a single
X, none have inscriptions or markings other than that of the Cassandor Hamilton’s. Sadly, the stone has deteri-
orated over time and was broken into three pieces. This past year, the Marshy Point Nature Council, in con-
junction with Baltimore County Department of Recreation and Parks, decided to send the gravestone for pro-
fessional restoration. Current events have slowed progress but will not hinder our responsibility of preserving
the important ancestors of our park. Since its discovery, it was assumed the stone commemorated a male, with
imaginations forming possible stories as to why he was there and why nobody could find record of him.

There have been aspirations to educate visitors about the graves and protect the area around them.
However, to educate, we must first discover the history ourselves. We at Marshy Point have begun the re-
search phase into the people making home and sport prior to Baltimore County’s investment of this unique
land. We will be focusing on displaying what we learn with the public and celebrate when our community is
ready once again to gather.

Of the many things to come, our focus will be on the life of the true occupant of the one legibly marked
grave, along with many others who lie in the ground here at Marshy Point. However, one part of the mystery
has been solved: the person commemorated by the named stone in our graveyard was not a man named Cas-
sandor Hamilton, but was rather Cassandra Hamilton, a woman. Whether done intentionally or in error, what
was chiseled centuries ago had us all fooled. We are hopeful we can solve more of the mystery that was set in
stone.

Restoring Family Bonds Daniel Dean

We are excited at Marshy Point to have the headstone of Cassandra
Hamilton back home, fully repaired and cleaned by Roth Cemetery Ser-
vices located in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Our coundil gresident, Dave
Oshman, has been diligent in the care and follow-up of the work during
uncertain times. We are grateful for the opportunity to preserve our
centuries-old link to the past, allowing future generations to learn the
history of our area and maintain a relic not lost to the forgetfulness of
time.

Historical perspective is a limited resource, just as the parks are to us.
We neither know the personalities nor the virtues of all predecessors
who walked along the trails prior. We know little of their generosity,
caring, or altruism. Likewise, we do not know if they were driven by
greed, envy, or apathy. When the only tangible object remaining is a
ravestone, it no longer only stands for the person who is interred un-
erneath. It becomes a memorial to all those who lived, worked, and
passed in the serenity by the water. This headstone at Marshy Point
stands for not just Cassandra, but for all of the unmarked and lost souls in the vicinity. What we have
found with limited records are glimpses into Cassandra’s family. We can only hypothesize the personal
nt']elations each member held but there are some facts we know, facts that tie the family to Maryland
istory.

Prior to Cassandra, her father Captain William Bond and his wife Elizabeth were deeded on Marshy
Point’s Aarope . Many of the Bonds of Harford County are the lineage of Thomas Bond, William's fa-
ther. Thomas had given an acre plot of land to the Quakers of the Little Falls Friends Meeting, estab-
lished in Fallston in 1749. William's brothers and sisters also went on to do great things for Maryland.
Jacob Bond was involved in forming the first constitution of the state, representing Harford County.
John and Sarah, along with their children, were predominant in forming Fells Point. Many of Fells Point
streets are named after this branch of the family. Cassandra’s mother Elizabeth, nee Stansbupl, is of
the familiar Baltimore County family. Luke Stansbury, Cassandra’s grandfather on her mother’s side,
lies in the small cemetery adjacent to the road Ieading toward Rocky Point Golf Club, next to the Stans-
bury House. Luke's wife Jane mentions her grandchildren, including Cassandra, in her will of 1759. One
can only imagine a possible visit, on horseback, to our park from family living not too far away.

Remembering someone lost is a multi-faceted gift, often repurposed for generations as an introduction
to the past. Without knowledge of personality, we do not know if we are to celebrate the life of a saint
or the death of a tyrant. Our perspective comes from the importance of the family and the wonderful
nature left from those long gone. We find it our duty to continue researching the past in order to gain
more insight into the people who are known and find those hidden in the trees.

There is more outreach with the interlacing of our Maryland family. We have additional records and
information, induding our sources. Feel free to reach out with your own family stories in relation to our
park of if you descend from Cassandra’s family.



Traditions Rethought >

Imagine trotting | s along 3 winding road toward 19th-century \:1arsh',' Point
Before Easten A er:ue wa’ extended, the road was called Shell Road, in some
references sug oyste | road where visitors would nde in ~,='n=ge=
from 3 hote!l located nea pres ngies Drive-In Theatre. Many of us are famil-
iar with the sounds of sleigh bells from the season, but the ringing of bells was
once heard with each carriage rounding corners to alert oncoming transpornts or
pedestrians. The train whistles added to the clamor as trave! kept fa'ml friends
and business 'ncvmg Gomg further back in time, we approach even |

ience of the 18th century. Prior to the locomotion of trains, strength and time w
left to people and horses for long travel. The resting members of Marshy Point
cemetery dealt with the hardships of travel slong with those of the time.

The Bonds of our park had local family. Many
were located Harford Cou'z'y Baltimore
Cmnr,' or Balktimore City. A mild drive for us
extensive in the mid- to late
mited visiting for short tri
aome \'-\::.'ﬂ spend more --xto-r.ded periods of
time after 3 long joun compared to 2 w:n of
today. Others would forgo 3 trip if we r
posed 3 problem. For the Bond family, :hey :»d
not extend so far as to isolate themselves from
ing each other or doing business with those
in either direction; however, it was not 3 simple
ride, easidly preformed within an hour. Another
obstacle that befell the Bonds of Marshy Point
was time of a different sort Mortality. Sadly
many members passed in the height of their
Still unknown is the cause of death for
Cassandra Bond who lies in our cemetery
passing in her 40s

= cnleb’a'ed They
mily. They a

merry che"=-r when sor was sick. t

were cautious. They did nof vays know the

causes, but they did not intentionally fu

distress. They used the little they knew to
make decisions, which were felt 1o be in the best interest at the time. We are ac-
customed to self-decision within our means, but during this time, the constraints of
outside forces sometimes hold us back With what we have leamed, we must
make good choices to protect friends and family. Just as in the past, we too can
find balance within limits

This 'Dazon will feel different. Normal activities are now memories, seemingly out of reach and distant. It

only months separate us from our former selves. Simple rohday acts, once tak-

tra"it ons when bamiers keep us apart. Just like travel in miles, the passing of

i el mathematical in routine. Take comfort in know.r,, our ancestors pre-

pared us fo this pivot in life "h:- emotions thro ugh 3ll generations are inst genetically 3s we ars hu-
mans. We will be strong as our parants, gran*curant' and all before us were in times of danger and un-
k ng. Contentment in life comes from willingness to adjust without compromising the traditions you

Cattails
from
Winter
2020
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Uncovering a mysterious 18th-century burial
ground at Baltimore County’s Marshy Point park

By Christina Tkacik

Justbetween Saltpeter Creek and Dundee
Creek on the eastern side of Baltimore
County, Marshy Point Nature Center attracts
bountiful wildlife to its Upper Chesapeake
wetlands.

On any given visit a guest might encoun-
ter frogs and toads in its vernal pools,
seasonal ponds that dry up
in the summer, or see majes-
tic eagles soaring across
the creek. Kids love check-
ing out the chickens, owls
and vulture near the nature
center.

But the sights aren’t limited
to wildlife.

Just pasta dry-docked boat in the parking
lot sits a gray tombstone from more than 200
years ago. Few of the visitors to Marshy Point
Nature Center even realize it’s there, much
less stop to read its inscription:

“In Memory of CASSANDOR HAMIL-
TON Who Departed this Life October 11794
Aged 42 Years”

A few years ago, Parkville resident Daniel
Dean became fascinated with the site and the
mysteries it seemed to hold. His curiosity was
sparked after reading a park booklet spec-
ulating that Hamilton, buried down below,
could have been a soldier who fought in the
French and Indian War.

Delvinginto centuries’ worth of archives —
and some ground-penetrating radar — heand
others began a quest that would ultimately

AL

FROM THE BALTIMORE SON

uncover more than a dozen other graves
nearby — and open a can of worms on the
park’s history.

In a past life, Marshy Point was home to
an exclusive hunting club, whose visitors
included a U.S. president, Babe Ruth and
even sharpshooter Annie Oakley, according
toa history on the park’s website. That would
have been long after Cassandor Hamilton

ever walked these parts.
Through the generations,
3 | Hamilton’s tombstone
10 became something of a park
oddity, left undisturbed but
m [] H E also unexplored when Balti-
more County purchased the
land in 1982 and turned it

into a public park.

“We think it’s the best park around,” said
Dave Oshman, president of the Marshy Point
Nature Center Council, who, like Dean,
became curious about the provenance of the
park’s 18th-century headstone.

To find out more about Hamilton, Dean,
an amateur historian who works full time for
a coffee and tea supplier, researched gene-
alogy websites and state land records and
archives. He found a listing of a landowner
named “Cassandra Hamilton, nee Bond”
She had inherited the land from her father,
William Bond.

Despite the difference in spelling —
“Cassandor” versus “Cassandra” — and a
slight discrepancy in the age at the time of
death, Oshman and Dean are sure that it’s
the same person buried at the site in Marshy

Point. Given that so many people couldn’t
read in the 18th century, Oshman says, “It
wasn’t uncommon for misspellings to
happen.”

“We’re 99.9% sure there’s no one else it
could be,” said Dean.

Cassandor, who some had assumed tobea
man, was most likely a woman.

Beyond that, the records don’t tell much
about who Hamilton was or what she was
like. She was related to some powerful
people. Anuncle and his family helped settle
Fells Point. She married James Hamilton,
though some spellings list it “Hambleton.”

“We kind of know her birth date, her
marriage date and the date she died, and
that’s about it,” said Oshman.

In addition to Hamilton’s tombstone,
Dean and Oshman had noticed stone frag-
ments nearby that they thought could be
grave markers. Earlier this year, the Mary-
land Historical Trust used ground-pene-
trating radar to survey the surrounding area
— running over the land with a device Dean
compared to a “little lawn mower.” Prelim-
inary results found “14 shaft anomalies
suggestive of burials.”

For the most part, this 18th-century grave
is “forgotten in the woods,” said Dean, who
now holds the title of research chair for

Marshy Point Nature Center Council in Balti-*

more County. He and Oshman putup signs to
let visitors know that the area is a cemetery,
so they should please be respectful.

Dean’s quest to dig up the park’s history
isn’t finished. Together with a Towson

Dave Oshman, left, and Daniel Dean stand
behind a recovered tombstone that includes
the name“Cassandor Hamilton.” KARL
MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN

professor and archaeological adviser, he’s
planning an archaeological dig of Hamilton’s
home. Someday they may exhume the graves
and do DNA testing to learn more about the
site — though there’s no guarantee that any
fragments will have survived the centuries in
the marshy ground below.

“You've got to have atooth and asection of
abone,” he said.

Could some of the enslaved people be lying
in rest nearby?

“The records show there weren’t that
many family members that lived around
there;” said Oshman.

Hamilton does not appear to have had any
children. Any grave marked with a simple
field stone, he thinks, could potentially be the
grave of an enslaved person.

Dean and Oshman also recently sent
Hamilton’s headstone to a conservator in
Pennsylvania who patched up pieces that
had been broken over the years. For Middle
River residents like Oshman, the stone is a
connection to the past and to the people who
first built homes here.
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“14 shaft anomalies suggestive of burnals.”
These were the notes written in the prelimi-
nary report from the Maryland Historical
Trust's (MHT) Office of Archaeology. Shad-
owad under trees and covered in unmoved
earth, Marshy Point has a true cemetery to
call its own. Voiceless for many decades,
while the surroundings changed from homes
to park, they waited. We walk alongside the
lost, silenced in breath but crying out for re-
membrance.

Marshy Point

in the past couple of years, we have found

Cassandra. Lost to either carving typo or

nickname, her association was in rubble like = Anomaly
her gravestone until last year. In repair of of Interest
both stone and status, we have piecad to-

gether the clues left from the written history of | 14 #haft anomates
time. Now it is known how many others lie |lugtestve of burials
eternally alongside her: thirteen more.

in March, the MHT Office of Archaeclogy pushed around an important vehicle, sending sig-
nals into the crust of earth where speculation neared its end. Ground penetrating radar was
able to determine soil disturbances within a perimeter large enough to include the remaining
evidence visible to the eye. A few upright pillars, fighting to stand tall after hundreds of years,
finally paid their due, as common field stones they were no more. If any rock could attain
gravity in importance, it would be these humble protrusions in the soil. Their signal to Marshy
Point staff and volunteers instilled questioning the possibility to & neighboring group of un-
knowns.

As we wait for a final analysis of the area, feel free to visit the site along the Cassandor Ham-
iffon (Yellow) trail. Please be respectful and mindful of the area, as you are not alone. Fragile
points are beneath the feet, undisturbed for many years. Now is our time to joumney into find-
ing who these additional thirteen sleepers may be. We hope they take comfort in the serene
atmosphere of the singing birds and resident woodpecker known to this side of Marshy Point.

Marshy
Point

Newsletter



We are Currently working on a "phase one"
Archeological survey in the domestic are led by
Katharine Fernstrom and Dan Coates of the
ASM. If you would like to be involved and have
hands on learning with our team, please
contact the Marshy Point Nature Center

at contact@marshypoint.org

Volunteers
Needed

Current opportunitiesinclude:
Digging shovel test pits (STP)
Analyzing soil depths and types
Sifting through dirt for artifacts
Cleaning found artifacts

Helping with documentation and research
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