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Trail Map

(Balto. County Dept. of Rec. and Parks, March 2017)
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Baltimore County in 1982 from the Weiskittel and 
Zelinski families

• A gravestone was found on the property and is 
inscribed: “In Memory of/CASSANDOR 
HAMILTON/Who Departed this Life/October 1ſ t

1794/Aged 42 Years”

• Plans were to make a history learning point 
along a trail suggested by Robert Stanhope, 
chief naturalist for the county at the time

• No information was found about the marker until 
2019



The Grave Marker
Photo taken in Winter of 2019



Transition of 
grave marker

• Dave Oshman of the Marshy Point 
Nature Center Council had the stone 
restored by Roth Cemetery Services in 
Pennsylvania

• Covid19 slowed preservation attempts

• Stone was replaced in August of 2020



Finished and Set Back in Original Location
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• While Dave Oshman, president of the nature 

center's council, was completing work for the 
20th anniversary of the Nature Center, I had 
been sending information to Benjamin Porter, 

director of the park for Baltimore County

• It was found, Cassandra Hamilton had 
inherited the property from her father, William 

Bond

• The information had previously assumed a male 

because of the name, however, all evidence 
pointed to Cassandra and other possible 

members of her family being buried on the 
property



Marshy Point- Comprised of 4 Sections

Accessed from https://mdlandrec.net



Midsummer Hill (201a) 
and other properties of 
John Beavan(s) – Plain 
Dealing 1743 (325a) and 
Limbrick 1678 (100a)
Note: Also called Limmerick

Midsummer Hills of William 
Bond 1745 (246a)

Information from map-maker.org (The Happy-Map-
Makers Website) with data in Google Earth



Bonds Neck 
1757 (512a) 
• Included Forberry Neck, Feb 

27,1677 William Ebden (180a)

• Included Filial Care, July 12, 
1739 William Andrews (50a)

• Included Midsummer Hills

Information from map-
maker.org (The Happy-Map-
Makers Website) with data in 
Google Earth



Nicholson's 
Discovery 1770 
(217a)

• Widower of Ruth Bond

Information from map-maker.org 
(The Happy-Map-Makers Website) 
with data in Google Earth



Information from map-maker.org (The 
Happy-Map-Makers Website) with data in 

Google Earth

James' First Attempt 
1782 (462a)

• James also had 
patents of Andrew's 

Neglect 1775 (27.5a 

and 7.5a)



We see 
sections 
mentioned 
in deeds –
along with 
Cassandra 
Bond

LMB 216, 554 1896, accessed from Mdlandrec.net



The life of 
Cassandra...

• Per a family Bible from James 
Bond found on familysearch.org

• Birth date varies slightly from 
the estimated gravestone birth



An early mention of Cassandra in her grandmother's will 
from 1759



The will where Cassandra receives land from 
her father, William Bond in 1767

Accessed from familysearch.org



William Bond's Estate Sold



1783 Tax Record listing Cassandra, 
Elizabeth, and James



One year prior to Cassandra's marriage, her 
mother passes away (1787)

Accessed from familysearch.org



Cassandra 
marries James 
Hambleton in 
1788 (from the 
marriage 
records of 
Reverend Lewis 
Richards 1784-
1790)



Financial Struggles of the Bond 
Family

Provided courtesy of HSoBC



The name changes 
to Hamilton as 
seen on the 
mortgage as 
evidenced from 
1793, a year prior 
to Cassandra's 
death according to 
her gravestone

Accessed from 
mdlandrec.net- WG KK, 

0268



A boundary document a year after Cassandra’s passing in 1795 with her 
widower, James Hamilton

Mdlandrec.net, WG RR, 0033



Cassandra's brother James and the End

Provided courtesy of HSoBC



A published 
genealogy 
from the 
Historical 
Society of 
Baltimore 
County 
in December 
1975 shows:
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• Her father William Bond had left her the land in 1767 when he passed 
away.

• Her mother was still living on the land as well as other relatives according 
to the tax record of 1783.

• Cassandra’s mother Elizabeth Bond, nee Stansbury, passed away in 1787 as 
indicated by her Will.

• A year later, Cassandra marries James Hambleton, changed to Hamilton on 
other documents, in 1788.

• Evidence of financial trouble appears with the Bond family at Marshy Point 
around 1791

• A year prior to Cassandra’s death in 1793, the property at Marshy Point is 
mortgaged involving David McMechen of Pot Spring (BA-70).

• Cassandra passes away according to the gravestone in 1794.

• Cassandra's brother James applies for the benefit of Insolvent Law in 1803. 
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wide reach in the state of Maryland. Research has found relations of 
the Bond family who were part of founding Fell’s Point. William Bond, 
who left Marshy Point’s property to his daughter Cassandra is the son 
of Thomas Bond of Harford County, Maryland. His father left an acre of 
land to the Quakers to found a church with members practicing today. 
William’s brother Jacob Bond was involved with the committee 
deciding to go to war during the revolution.

• Another of William’s brothers, John, and a sister, Sarah, along with 
their children during Cassandra’s lifetime were involved in the 
establishment of Fell’s Point. One of William’s brothers, Joshua is 
known today for Joshua’s Meadows property (HA-356).

• On Cassandra’s mothers side, Elizabeth Bond nee Stansbury was the 
daughter of the same Luke Stansbury whose gravestone is located at 
the Ballestone-Stansbury House on the National Register of Historic 
Places (BA-262, Cedar Point House).



Metal 
Detecting 
Finds and 
Surface 
Finds in 
Domestic 
Area

Screenshots from Historicaerials.com

Note: Metal detecting is prohibited on 
Balto. Co. Rec & Parks sites 

containing nature centers without 

prior permission of park director.



Current Area

Domestic 
Area

Cemetery



Items Found in Domestic Area

Photos courtesy of Balt. Co. Rec & Parks



Items Found in Domestic Area cont. 

Photos courtesy of Balt. Co. Rec & Parks



Items Found in Domestic Area cont. 

Photos courtesy of Balt. Co. Rec & Parks



Items Found 
in Domestic 
Area cont. 

Photos courtesy of Balt. Co. Rec & Parks



Items Found in 
Domestic Area cont. 

Photos courtesy of Balt. Co. Rec & Parks



Preventative Conservation
For the iron objects:

• Used electrolysis bath using Sodium Carbonate (washing soda and sometimes with soda 
ash). It was run at about 2 amps for most items for about 2 weeks changing out the water 
and electrolyte solution every other day. Depending on time, it was jumped to 10 amps. 

• Sealed with a rust preventative. Rustoleum was used in both clear and black. 
Unfortunately, the pot base is still showing signs of "weeping iron." Item was transferred to 
the Northern Chesapeake chapter of Archeological Society of Maryland for further 
processing.

• Items are stored in a "dry box" until a final display is finished.
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• Soaked in distilled water mixed with sodium carbonate and sodium 
bicarbonate to make a rough amount of sesquicarbonate. Aimed for 5% 
but I did not worry about patina and was more worried about 
cupreous chlorides. I changed this solution out every day or so for 
about a week depending on the items.

• I moved the items to a mix of grain alcohol (Everclear) and 
Benzotriazole BTA (carcinogen). They were soaked and sealed for 
about a week or sometimes less in this mixture. 

• The items were rinsed in acetone and left to dry a day. 

• A coating of Renaissance Wax was applied for the majority of items. 

• Will reapply wax as needed and will keep an eye out for "Bronze 
Disease."



Help from the 
ASM

• With the help of the Central and Northern 
Chesapeake Chapters of the Archeological 
Society of Maryland (ASM), Marshy Point 

Park has been able to search for clues into 
the life of the individuals who associated 

with our vast landscape, hundreds of years 
ago, by digging test pits in the earth.

• Led by Katharine Fernstrom and Dan 
Coates, of the Central and Northern 
Chesapeake Chapters of the ASM, who have 

combined decades of experience and 
expertise, we have broken ground and begun 
analyzing what has been found. We are 

gaining a better understanding of the 
socioeconomic presence during the 18th-20th

centuries for the community.



Help from the Maryland Historical 
Trust

Courtesy of the Maryland 
Historical Trust - Office of 

Archaeology

In March 2020, the MHT 
provided its services by 

performing a Ground 

Penetrating Radar Survey 

to look for anomalies which 

would indicate possible 
grave shafts. 

Final results suggest 17 

probable and 9 possible 

grave shafts.



Outreach: Marshy Point Newsletter-
Cattails from Summer and Fall 2020



Cattails 
from 
Winter 
2020



Article from the Baltimore Sun



Marshy 
Point 
Newsletter



Volunteers 
Needed

We are Currently working on a "phase one" 
Archeological survey in the domestic are led by 
Katharine Fernstrom and Dan Coates of the 
ASM. If you would like to be involved and have 
hands on learning with our team, please 
contact the Marshy Point Nature Center 
at contact@marshypoint.org

Current opportunities include:

• Digging shovel test pits (STP)

• Analyzing soil depths and types

• Sifting through dirt for artifacts

• Cleaning found artifacts

• Helping with documentation and research



Conclusion and 
Questions


