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UPCOMING MEETINGS
CEMETARY RECORDS
Jan. 9 – Regular meeting at Parkville Senior Center, 3rd
floor – Research sharing. Bring your genealogy to show
and discuss with the group. You can also bring a list of
surnames and locations that you’re researching. Share
ideas and discuss solutions to thorny genealogy problems.
March 13 – To be announced.
May 8 – To be announced.
Possible field trip on one of the above two dates.

Tom Bocek has some Holy Rosary cemetery records
dating from 1862 to 1900, which were not in the Holy
Rosary Cemetary CD that the EEIG produced a few years
ago. The records are from the sections of Mother of
Sorrows and Resurrection. If you have a relative who
should be in Holy Rosary cemetery, but can’t be found
there or in the CD, they may be in these records. Contact
Tom at tpbocek@verizon.net to check.

REFLECTIONS PROJECT
FIELD TRIP
At the November meeting, Tom Bocek discussed his idea
for a book of first-person narratives about growing up
Polish in Baltimore. Since he first mentioned this project
over a year ago, Tom has received written memoirs from
several people, both group members and others. However,
he needs more narratives to turn this into a book-length
publication, and is asking for as many EEIG members as
possible to contribute to this effort
Tom said that the memoirs don’t need to be long or
disclose intimate or embarrassing details. He suggested
focusing on your family, the neighborhood in which you
grew up, school, church, work places, etc. One way to
start could be by describing what used to be in your
neighborhood, and what’s changed over the years. He
asked that you include Polish customs and traditions your
family or community observed.
Tom gave an example by reading an excerpt of a memoir
submitted by the sister of one of our members. As the
thought of sitting down to write several pages about
oneself can be intimidating, Tom suggested using a tape
recorder to collect your thoughts, or to have someone
“interview” you. This could make a good family project to
do with a child or grandchild. He emphasized the
importance of getting our knowledge and memories down
on paper so that future generations can learn from it.
You can give your written memoirs to Tom at our
meetings, or email him at tpbocek@verizon.net to arrange
to send him your information.

Tom Hollowak is trying to arrange a tour of St. Casimir’s
Church for either the March or May meeting, as a field
trip. Tom asked that anyone with ideas for future field
trips, guest speakers, or interesting topics for our meeting
to get in touch with him at historyk@comcast.net. A
suggestion was made for a field trip to the Polish Home,
on South Broadway.
TRANSLATORS
If you’re looking for someone to translate a document or
letter from Polish to English, Tom Bocek gave contact
information for two translators he used recently. Tom
described how he tested a number of potential translators
and found two who appeared to be the best. You can reach
them by email at: alicja06@hotmail.com or
justyna.sadowska@Gmail.com.
FAMILY HISTORY BOOK
Anthony Monczewski brought in a copy of his new book,
written in Polish, about his grandfather’s family roots. As
few of Anthony’s relatives in Poland could read English,
his previous book was not very meaningful to them beyond
the photographs. The book is hardbound with numerous
photographs, both black-and-white and color. Anthony
gave information about the per-copy cost, which varies
with the number of books printed. He used Family
Heritage Publishers, in Salt Lake City, UT. Their website
is familyheritagepublishers.com.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
May 8- Field Trip to Holy Rosary Cemetery –
Tour: “Stories Behind the Stones”
10:30am: Meet at Parkville Senior Center Parking
Lot to go as a group.
11:00am: If you drive on your own meet the group
at the Chapel – Holy Rosary Cemetery.
“STORIES BEHIND THE STONES”
Tom Hollowak will conduct a tour of Holy Rosary
Cemetery on Saturday, May 8 at 11:00 a.m. He will
lead the members through the cemetery stopping at
the graves of some of the more notable Polonians
interred in the cemetery. At each of the stops he will
provide some interesting facts about the individual
and their significance to the Polish American
Community in Baltimore.
This will be our last meeting until September so we
hope to have a good turn-out.
NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members who
recently joined our interest group: Kathy Telford,
who is researching: Olszewski, Nowakowski,
Skarzynski, and Rybarczyk. Craig Bencie, who is
researching: Koehnlein, Schoenhals, Schimp, and
Gosnell. And Kathryn Schoeberlein: who is
researching Banachowski, Sokolowski,
Schoeberlein, and Stanton.

THE EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY
During our last meeting, the members watched Part
1 of this DVD set, which documents the lives of
Eastern European immigrants to northeastern
Pennsylvania. The area around Scranton and
Wilkes-Barre is heavily ethnic, and contains the
highest percentage of Poles in the state. The
persons interviewed described their lives in their
homeland, as well as their experiences as
immigrants who were different from the prevailing
Anglo-Saxon Protestant culture. The immigrants’
lives revolved around their ethnic group, church,
school, and social organizations.
Thanks to Loretta Rutkowski, who supplied the
DVD, and Dave Powell, whose laptop was used to
view the DVD. We will view the rest of the film at
a future meeting.

POLISH GENEALOGY RESOURCE
The BCGS library recently bought the book, Going
Home: A Guide to Polish American Family History
Research by Jonathan D. Shea. This book was
reviewed by Lisa A. Alzo in the March/April issue
of Family Chronicle, a genealogy magazine. Ms.
Alzo describes Shea’s book as comprehensive and
covering all facets of research needed to trace one’s
Polish ancestry.

The contents include basic concepts of the Polish
language, a capsule history of Poland and Polonia,
and an overview of Polish immigration. A
significant portion of the book is devoted to sources
of information, both in the USA and in Europe.
These include birth, marriage, and death records, as
well as cemetery, probate, and organizational
records, church directories and gazetteers.
Even if one doesn’t have Polish heritage, Ms. Alzo
states that the research process, methodology, and
lists of sources are applicable to other ethnic
groups, too. If you’d like your own copy, the book
is available from Language and Lineage Press for
$35.00, plus $4.00 shipping and handling. For
information and order forms, visit their website:
www.langline.com/GoingHomeOrder.htm.

ON THE INTERNET
If you’re curious to see if your surname still exists
in Poland, and where, a link on: www.feefhs.org
may help. On this website, go to the link for Poland
and click on Contemporary Surname Map. This
site is in Polish, but is easy enough to use without
knowledge of the language.
To the right of Mapa Nazwisk (map of names), type
your surname in the box and click the blue button
marked Szukaj (search). You’ll see a map of
Poland showing the towns/districts (powiaty) where
the name is found. Areas marked in red show the
highest concentrations of that name.
The comments below the map will tell you: 1. How
many times the name was found in Poland. 2. In
how many towns/districts the name was found; the
locations with the highest number of the surname,
and how many people have it. 3. Other
towns/districts with concentrations of your surname.
A common name like Kowalski may be found
throughout the entire country. However, if your
surname is less common, you may find that it exists
only in certain parts of Poland. This may help you

track down long lost relatives, or help pinpoint the
part of the country your family came from.

CHRISTINA SCHAUBLE
Chris Schauble died on April 1, 2010 at the age of
58. Chris was an early member of the Group and
worked on the cemetery tombstone books when she
lived in Highlandtown. She compiled the
genealogy of the Brzoskowski Family of whom she
was a descendant.
Born in Baltimore and raised here and in Richmond,
Va., she earned a degree in journalism from the
University of Maryland, College Park, where she
was a reporter for the Diamondback school
newspaper. The mother of twins, Meridythe and
David, she worked as freelance news reporter who
wrote on legal and family issues. She died of cancer
at Frederick Memorial Hospital.

THE BULLETIN ONLINE
If you are new to the Group on want to review past
activities you can now find The Bulletin of the
Baltimore County Genealogical Society Eastern
European Interest Group online at:
http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/ampxvi.htm.

PROGRAM IDEAS?
Any suggestions for meeting programs for the new
season that begins in September are most welcome.
What areas of genealogical research do you want to
learn more about, are there research sites you would
like to visit? Send any ideas or suggestions to Tom
Hollowak at the email below.
Bulletin Editor: Anne Wieliczko
wieliczav@yahoo.com
Chairperson: Tom Hollowak
historyk@comcast.net

