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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Jan. 13 – Presentation by Anne Wieliczko.
Feb. 10 –
Mar. 10 –
Apr. 14 –
May 12 –
Jun. 9 - Presentation by Frank L. Wesolowski.
EEIG MEETING FORMAT
Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either
solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for
the group. This segment of the meeting usually follows
the business part of the meeting. Contact the editor or the
chairperson with your choice. We have February thru
May 2007 open; so, please be kind enough to take a
month. Thank you.
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Geri Jaron Schlenoff of Lutherville, MD who
is researching the surnames Jaron, Romanowski,
Schlenoff, Verkhovsky and Workoff.
Welcome Robert Bruce Horsley of Parkville, MD who is
researching the surnames Horsley, Heatterich, Forrest,
and Humphreys.
Welcome Edward and Rose Baran of Parkville, MD who
are researching the surnames Baran, Serio, Sim and
Glace.
MEMBERSHIP DUES
Don’t forget to renew your 2007 BCGS/EEIG membership
dues; Individual = $15.00 and household = $20.00.
GENEALOGY MERIT BADGE
Out of the many Boy Scout merit badges, the Genealogy
badge can be challenging for the youngster. Most scout
troops have counselors to help them; but not all are versed
in this category. Members of the EEIG/BCGS could help
in this regard, especially if the young boy is related to the
member. So encourage your son, grandson, nephew,
relative or neighbor, who is a boy scout, to take up the
challenge – it would be rewarding for them and their
relatives.
A Boy Scout gets the merit badge application from the
Scoutmaster and works with the counselor through all the
steps and requirements to earn the merit badge. This is no
overnight project!

Here are the requirements for the Genealogy merit badge
as of latest revision, January 2006:
1) Explain to your counselor what the words genealogy,
ancestor, and descendant mean.
2) Do ONE of the following:
A) Do a time line for yourself or for a relative.
Then write a short biography based on that time line.
B) Keep a journal for 6 weeks. You must write in
it at least once a week
3) With your parents’ help, choose a relative or a family
acquaintance you can interview in person, by telephone, or
by e-mail or letter. Record the information you collect so
you do not forget it.
4) Do the following:
A) Name three types of genealogical resources
and explain how these resources can help you chart your
family tree.
B) Obtain at least one genealogical document that
supports an event that is or can be recorded on your
pedigree chart or family group record. The document
could be found at home or at a government office,
religious organization, archive or library.
C) Tell how you would evaluate the genealogical
information you found for requirement 4B.
5) Contact ONE of the following individuals or
institutions. Ask what genealogical services, records, or
activities this individual or institution provides, and report
the results:
A) A genealogical or lineage society
B) A professional genealogist (someone who gets
paid for doing genealogical research)
C) A surname organization, such as your family’s
organization
D) A genealogical education facility or institution
E) A genealogical record repository of any type
(courthouse, genealogical library, state or national archive,
state library, etc.)
6) Begin your family tree by listing yourself and include at
least two additional generations. You may complete this
requirement by using the chart provided in the Genealogy
merit badge pamphlet or the genealogy software program
of your choice.
7) Complete a family group record form, listing yourself
and your brothers and sisters as the children. On another
family group record form, show one of your parents and
his or her brothers and sisters as the children. This
requirement may be completed using the chart provided or
the genealogy software program of your choice.
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8) Do the following:
A) Explain the effect computers and the Internet
are having on the world of genealogy.
B) Explain how photography (including
microfilming) has influenced genealogy.
9) Discuss what you have learned about your family and
your family members through your genealogical research.

CONTRIBUTORS
Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with useful items of
interest to the group for publication.
Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net

BULLETIN BAFFLER 001
Some of the clues at the bottom may repeat. This is because the editor is new at this and promises to
improve. The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.

*** ACROSS *001*
1
5
8
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
28
29

predates Ellis Island
joyful
doctor
old street name of North Howard street (hint:
tree)
international genealogical index
current EEIG chairperson
LDS research facility
Polish language has no _, _ and x letters
daily record book
capital of the Ukraine
Missouri
_ -ROM
genealogical data
map of lots
Polish for brother

*** DOWN *001*
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
13
14
15
18
20
22
23
24
25
26
27

what immigrant families practiced
current EEIG chairperson
America’s greatest ace fighter pilot of the
Korean war and WWII was _ Gabreski
a male duck
break through _ wall
international genealogical index
member of eastern and central European
countrties
“until _ do us part”
Maryland
E. P. _ Library.
Polish language has no _, _ and x letters
“I” in German
great source for genealogist
Grandpa’s brother’s grandson is my _ cousin
_ of death
genetic genealogy
tip in research
important to know the _ of immigration
_ of arms
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Feb. 10 – “Deciphering those notations on the ship’s
manifest”- presented by Tom Bocek.
Mar. 10 –
Apr. 14 –
May 12 –
Jun. 9 - Presentation by Frank L. Wesolowski.
EEIG MEETING FORMAT
Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either
solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for
the group. This segment of the meeting usually follows
the business part of the meeting. Contact the editor or the
chairperson with your choice. We have March thru May
2007 open; so, please be kind enough to take a month.
Thank you.
DIANE LASEK’S HUSBAND DIES
Richard Lasek died on January 19, 2007 after a long severe
disabling illness. He was 52 years old and is survived by
Diane and her two sons, Mark and Ryan. Diane, a trooper
as she is, tended to his needs up to the end. The EEIG
members wish to convey their prayers and condolences to
Diane and her family.
MEMBERSHIP DUES
Don’t forget to renew your 2007 BCGS/EEIG membership
dues; Individual = $15.00 and household = $20.00.
BULLETIN INDEX
An index to the notes and articles of the EEIG Bulletins for
the past ten years is available at the BCGS Library. A
complementary copy of this index is attached with this
month’s Bulletin mailing. Copies of all Bulletins are on
the shelf in the library.
DECIPHERING THE ENIGMA
(Thanks to Pat Czerniewski for bringing this story to the
editor’s attention.)
Before and during WWII, Germany had confidence in a
cipher machine (called the Enigma) for passing messages
within their forces with security. This confidence was well
placed, since the theoretical number of possible
configurations as outlined by Dr. A. Ray Miller, a leading
fellow for the Computer and Information Science Institute,
was put at 3 x 10114. Additional variations to the machine
would increase this number. However, the practical use of
the Enigma brought that number to 1 x 1023 which would

have put allied cryptanalysts to a daunting task in facing
the strength of this machine.
Dr. Wladyslaw Kozaczuk, author of Enigma: How the
German Machine Cipher was Broken, and How it was
read by the Allies in WWII, related:
“The inter-allied intelligence operation Enigma was ‘the
greatest secret of WWII after the atom bomb’. The
breaking of the sophisticated German machine cipher was
the most spectacular event, in terms of difficulty and farreaching consequences, in the entire history of secret
writing. The secrets of the Enigmas remained hidden and
unknown to the public for almost three decades after the
war. Its detail has been emerging only fragment-byfragment from the darkness in which the governments
concerned have felt it better to keep them.
“In his Enigma: the Greatest Puzzle of the War 1939-1945,
France’s General Gustave Bertrand supplied ample
corroboration for the Polish claims and highlightened the
French contribution:
by giving the Poles valuable
intelligence collected in Germany through an agent of their
Deuxieme Bureau. Meanwhile, Bertrand’s book, ascribes
‘all the credit and all the glory for breaking the German
machine cipher to the Poles’.
“The earliest Polish work on the intercepted German
machine ciphers had begun already in 1928. The Polish
Cipher Bureau, which was part of 2nd Section (Military
Intelligence) of the General Staff, decided to recruit three
young mathematicians, all of them graduates of the
Mathematical Institute at the University in Poznan.
On September 1, 1932, Marian Rejewski and his two
somewhat younger colleagues, Jerzy Rozycki, and Henryk
Zygalski began work as regular employees at the Cipher
Bureau in Warsaw. In early October 1932, Rejewski was
given a separate room and told to take a closer look at a
‘pile’ of the Enigma information. He was also supplied
with an obsolete commercial Enigmas machine, initial
type, which had been bought in Germany. This, however,
lacking many essential parts of the military-type machine,
especially the commutator (“plug board”), was quite
useless. Polish penetration into the secrets of the Enigma
remarks an American cipher expert and historian began in
earnest when Rejewski realized the applicability of some
properties of permutations to his analysis of the German
machine cipher.
The whole complicated process of mastering the secrets of
the German Enigma, which was ultimately concluded in
the first days of January 1933, included combination of
mathematics, statistics, computational ability and inspired
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guesswork. This knowledge enables the Poles to build
doubles of Enigmas that made it possible to read German
enciphered radio communication.”
Rejewski deduced the secret internal wiring of the
Enigmas. Rejewski and two mathematician colleagues
then developed an assortment of techniques for the regular
decryption of Enigma messages. Rejewski’s contributions
included devising the crypto logic “card catalog”, derived
using his “cyclometer”, and the “bomba” (a machine that
would work though more than 17,000 possible positions).
Later, in Britain, the deciphering machine was replicated
and refined
Some historians claim that WWII could have gone on for
as much as two more years with an untold loss of life, had
it not been for the Allies ability to read Enigmas messages.
Those messages could not have been read without the
pioneer work of Marian Rejewski, Jerzy Rozycki, and
Henryk Zygalski.
For the full fascinating story, google Marian Rejewski on
the internet. Also, other publications are offered by the
Center for Cryptologic History.

CONTRIBUTORS
Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with useful items of
interest to the group for publication.

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net

BULLETIN BAFFLER 002
The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.
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Welcome Nancy Van Keuren of Westminster who is
researching the surnames Olencz (Oleniacz), Helon, Long
and Doring (Diering, Dearing).

But Geni has already courted controversy—and raised
privacy concerns. Several blog posts have expressed
frustration with the level of personal information that can
be published about a person, even without their
permission. For example, a Geni member can create entire
profiles for relatives who don’t visit the site, including
their birth dates, education, phone number and photos.
Some of the identifying pieces of information used by
many financial institutions—such as mother’s maiden
name and birth date—are often listed on the site.
To address those concerns, Geni is only allowing visitors
to the site to see their own family trees. Geni says that
family members are responsible for ensuring that the
profile information is correct. (Popular sites such as
MySpace rely primarily on similar modes of self-policing.)
The company says it doesn’t plan to sell the data to
marketers. It also says it will introduce more privacy
features as the site grows. Geni.com works like this: users
enter their first and last name, email address and gender.
A box then pops onto the screen, pink for women and blue
for men, where members can add a picture, then fill
personal information into a profile. Members then create
their family tree by entering the names and email addresses
of their family members. Those relatives receive an email
from Geni asking them to join the network and help build
the tree by inviting more relatives and creating profiles for
ancestors. As family trees start to overlap, Geni.com plans
to link similar branches together to create one giant family
tree where members can track their ancestry and see their
distant relations living throughout the world. Right now,
Geni doesn’t offer access to any databases or other
research sources.
Family tree sites are attracting a young, more global
audience than some similar sites: more than half of Geni’s
traffic comes from outside the U.S. Indeed, a problem
with the traditional sites is that they worked better for
families that had come to America generations ago and
less well with more recent immigrants.

A NEW COLLABORATIVE GENEALOGY SITE
Geni.com, which was launched last month by a former
PayPal executive, offers a new model, based on connecting
living relatives free of charge. It asks users to build their
own family trees—using the knowledge of living
relatives—that eventually will merge into one giant family
tree for the world. Geni.com is taking some of the
elements of popular so-called social networking and usergenerated content sites such as Wikipedia and MySpace.

A host of genealogy Web sites let users research ancestors
and build family profiles. Here are some of the offerings:
Geni.com – Free - Family members work to build their
family trees and create profiles.
Ancestry.com - $12.95 to $34.95 per month - Includes
more than 5 billion names and 23,000 searchable databases
including worldwide census reports and marriage
certificates. They are starting to open access to some
databases for free.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Mar. 10 – “History of Old Perry Hall” – presented by
Loretta Rutkowski
Apr. 14 – “Publishing Your Family History: Things to
Know” – Anthony Monczewski
May 12 –
Jun. 9 - Presentation by Frank L. Wesolowski.
EEIG MEETING FORMAT
Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either
solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for
the group. This segment of the meeting usually follows
the business part of the meeting. Contact the editor or the
chairperson with your choice. We have May 2007 open;
so, please come forward. Thank you.
MEMBERSHIP DUES
Don’t forget to renew your 2007 BCGS/EEIG membership
dues; Individual = $15.00 and household = $20.00.
GENEALOGY 101
The BCGS is considering offering classes for those who
are new to Genealogy. The session(s) have not been
finalized and will be contingent on member interest and
scheduling.. Stay tuned.
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Edward J. Karbara of Parkville who is
researching the surnames Karbara, Czaja, McFaul and
Donohue.
Welcome Susan Galicki of Westminster who is
researching the surnames Gladkowski, Sobatka,
Wawrzyniak and Goralski.
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MyFamily.com - $29.95 to $109.95 per year – Creates
Web sites for users to keep in touch with family and
friends. Includes features such as message boards,
calendars, photo albums and chat. Connected with
Ancestry.com.
MyHeritage.com – Free to $9.95 per month – Offers
technology to create family Web sites, build family trees
and research genealogical records. Also offers facerecognition technology that can be used to identify people
and track lineage.
OneGreatFamily.com - $6.25 to $14.95 per month – A
genealogy site that matches a user’s family tree against the
“OneGreatFamily Tree” shared database to help unearth
new family connections.
Zoof.com – Free – Recently launched site that lets users
build an interactive family tree in 35 different languages.
The site is still in beta tests.
(Taken, in part, from a recent article in The Wall Street
Journal entitled “The Next Generation of Genealogy Web
Sites”.)
BULLETIN BANTER
1) O’Toole opened the morning newspaper and was
astonished to read in the obituary column that he had died.
He quickly called his best friend Patrick.
“Did ye see the paper?” asked O’Toole, “They say I died!”
“Yes, I saw it!” replied Patrick. “Were are ye calling
from?”
2) Sean was fishing and it started to rain, so he moved
under the bridge for shelter.
His pal McGinty saw him and called, "Sean, me boy, are
ye a feared of a few spots o' rain, now?"
Sean replied, "I'm not...the fish come here fer shelter."
3) Paddy was in New York. He was patiently waiting, and
watching the traffic cop on a busy street crossing. The cop
stopped the flow of traffic and shouted, “Okay
pedestrians”. Then he’d allow the traffic to pass. He’d
done this several times, and Paddy still stood on the

sidewalk. After the cop had shouted “Pedestrians” for the
tenth time, Paddy went over to him and said, “Is it not
about time ye let the Catholics across?”
Not to be outdone with Irish jokes, Diane Lasek sent this
Polish joke to the Bulletin,
A Polish immigrant went to the DMV to apply for a
driver's license. First, of course, he had to take an eyesight
test. The optician showed him a card with the letters.
CZWIENOSTACZ
"Can you read this?" the optician asked. "Read it?" the
Polish immigrant replied, "I know the guy."

CONTRIBUTORS
Please contact the editor with useful items of interest to the
group for publication.

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net

BULLETIN BAFFLER 003
The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.

Unscramble the three words and solve the riddle with the bracketed letters.

DERROC

__ __ [__] [__] [__] __

NALDOP

__ [__] __ [__] __ __

STEAMFIN

[__] [__] __ __ [__] __ [__] [__]

APPAREL WITH APPENDAGES

__ __ __ __

__ __

__ __ __ __
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Apr. 14 – “Publishing Your Family History: Things to
Know” – Anthony Monczewski
May 12 –
Jun. 9 - Presentation by Frank L. Wesolowski.
Sep. 8 –
Oct. 13 –
Nov. 10 –
EEIG MEETING FORMAT
Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either
solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for
the group. This segment of the meeting usually follows
the business part of the meeting. Contact the editor or the
chairperson with your choice. We have May, September,
October and November 2007 open; so, please come
forward. Thank you.
GENEALOGY 101
The Baltimore County Genealogical Society will be
offering a free presentation entitled “Introduction to
Your Family Tree” on May 5, 2007 from 11 am to noon
at the BCGS’s library on the top floor of the Parkville
Senior Center. This seminar will be advertised widely.
Registration will be available at our April meeting. This
will be an excellent opportunity for those to obtain basic
starting information in the world of genealogy.
Follow up seminars, “Introduction to Genealogy”, will
be offered in October and November of this year. The
dates are 10/27, 11/3 and 11/17. Each day there will be
three sessions in a continuous manner at the times 9 to
11am, (time for lunch), 12:30 to 1:45 pm, (break) and 2 to
3:15 pm. After the day’s session the BCGS library will be
open for research from 3:15 to 4:15 pm. All sessions will
cover different material and the cost for the three days is
$35 per person.
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Sue and Gil Kulikewski of Rosedale who are
researching the surnames Kulikewski, Strejcek, Kulski
and Lanocha.
Welcome Nick Silwonuk of Essex who is researching the
surnames Silwonuk, Silvonuk and Salvon.
“REFECTIONS” PROJECT
Tom Bocek is suggesting a new project for the group and
is calling it “Reflections”. He writes, “The object would
be to get all of the members to put in writing anything they

can remember about their childhood. Paint a word picture
of the neighborhood; the living conditions, neighbors,
stores, your church, school or anything that left an
impression on you. Try to include as many names and
addresses as you can, so that the reader can pinpoint the
location. Memories of your parents and grandparents
would make special reading. The people in our group are
a very special collection of individuals that have untold
thousands of memories of a time and life the present
generation could not imagine. They are precious and
should be preserved. If the participation is good, we may
put together a book. Even if we don’t get enough for a
book, we will certainly have enough for a loose-leaf folder
for the library. Some of us have put together short
biographies in the past. Those could be added to and
revised a bit to fit this theme. This would fit in well with
Anthony Monczewski’s presentation for April.”
“TELL IT LIKE IT WAS”
In the August 2006 issue of the Family Tree Magazine
David Fryxell outlines seven points in writing your family
history. These points suggest to the ‘would be’ biographer
not to be too chronological and mundane, but to liven the
story up so that the reader will take interest in your
documentary. The points are well taken for the general
reader but the family member, I’m sure, will be interested
in all the facts. Presentation is key and the facts (dates,
places, etc.) can be annotated in the appendix or in a
separate section of the memoir. Fryxell’s points are as
follows: 1. Cast chronology aside – you don’t have to start
at the beginning; 2. Open with a bang – captivate your
audience; 3. Cut to the chase – Do not hesitate to get the
story going; 4. Build your story from scenes – storyboard your presentation; 5. Scribble out a plan planning is good for continuity; 6. Show, don’t tell –
Investigate the facts about the scene you are describing,
this is the glue that makes the story more authentic; 7. Be
detailed – Take note of your research documents for the
fine points.
CONTRIBUTORS
Please contact the editor with useful items of interest to the
group for publication.

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net
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BULLETIN BAFFLER 004
The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.

Unscramble the four words and solve the riddle with the bracketed letters.

TIES

[__] __ [__] __

ETIC

[__] __ [__] __

A N U T (not tuna)

__ __ [__] __

LORIHOME

[__] [__] [__] [__] L [__] [__] M

CULTURAL BEGINNINGS

__ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
May 12 – “Who is Polish and where is Poland?”
presentation by Tom Bocek
Jun. 9 – Topic will be determined at the May meeting.
Sep. 8 –
Oct. 13 –
Nov. 10 –
EEIG MEETING FORMAT
Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either
solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for
the group. This segment of the meeting usually follows
the business part of the meeting. Contact the editor or the
chairperson with your choice. We have September,
October and November 2007 open; so, please come
forward. Thank you.
GENEALOGY 101
Follow up seminars, “Introduction to Genealogy”, will
be offered in October and November of this year. The
dates are 10/27, 11/3 and 11/17. Each day there will be
three sessions in a continuous manner at the times 9 to
11am, (time for lunch), 12:30 to 1:45 pm, (break) and 2 to
3:15 pm. After the day’s session the BCGS library will be
open for research from 3:15 to 4:15 pm. All sessions will
cover different material and the cost for the three days is
$35 per person.
POLISH FESTIVAL
The festival will be a daylong affair in Patterson Park
usually along Linwood Ave at Eastern Ave in east
Baltimore on June 3, 2007.
NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Earl F. Malwitz of Fallston who is researching
the surnames Gnamm,Vogt, Malwitz and Tomachusky.
Correction: Last month’s surname entry for Sue and Gil
Kulikewski was in error. The spelling should read
Kulikowski.
“GROWING UP POLISH”
Joe Simon gave me an article to read from the ZGODA,
which is the official publication of the Polish National
Alliance of North America. I can relate to the many
parallels that the author of the article reminisces about
growing up in a Polish community in Detroit. It is
amazing that people in a far community have similar

thoughts and experiences to ours in east Baltimore. It can
be tied to customs and culture. The article will be
available at the meeting. See the editor or Joe Simon. I
will also put a copy of it in the Handouts Book.
The following are some reflections that I had about
growing up in the Fells Point area. These are disjointed
and not all inclusive. I’m sure the membership can relate
to some of them.
You are brought up to speak English even though your
parents spoke Polish and English. I always thought my
parents and their friends wanted to communicate to each
other without letting me know what was going on.
It seems that the Polish words you did know were of
the “naughty” kind.
Nicknames were prevalent among my aunts and
uncles and their friends (e.g. Fats, Legs, Boxcar, Deacon,
Honey, Whizzy, Bumpsy, Towhead …..). It seems no one
had a real name growing up in Fells Point. You can
imagine that the name fit the person’s physical features.
Some of the ones that were given to some females, I dare
not mention!
Kielbasa always had to have catsup, sauerkraut and
horseradish on it.
Pinochle, pitch and hearts card games were played
regularly with emotional exuberance and especially when a
defining trick is made.
Every (almost every) corner had a saloon where
sounds and smells would emanate. On Fridays the back of
the establishment would house a kitchen where you could
purchase fried crab, oyster fry and codfish cakes to order.
Occasionally, you would see people walking home
from work with a jug of freshly tapped beer from the local
bar.
I would enjoy going crabbing with my father and
uncles. After returning from the South or Wye rivers we
would let the crabs lose in the back yard and recatch them
for steaming or soup and discard the dead ones.
Doing the polka at a wedding was an experience. You
can show off how good you are until you bounced into
another couple that was also showing off.
Often you know how to pronounce the neighbors and
friends surnames from repetition; but, when you see the
name in print, you wonder if the name is spelled right.
“REFECTIONS” PROJECT
Childhood remembrances can be very interesting to all
who come after us in life because they give the reader a
personal unique look into the past. Please take time to
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record those memories and provide them to Tom Bocek for
this EEIG project. We hope to immortalize you stories
about living in Baltimore as a child. As stated in last
month’s Bulletin, “Paint a word picture of the
neighborhood, the living conditions, neighbors, stores,
your church, school or anything that left an impression on
you. Try to include as many names and addresses as you
can, so that the reader can pinpoint the location. Memories
of your parents and grandparents would make special
reading.”

CONTRIBUTORS
Please contact the editor with useful items of interest to the
group for publication.

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net

BULLETIN BAFFLER 005
The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.

Unscramble the three words and solve the riddle with the bracketed letters.

C O R U S E (not course)

__ __ [__] [__] __ [__]

XCREATT

[__] __ [__] [__] __ C [__]

BASHUND

[__] [__] [__] __ [__] [__] D

LOOKING FOR THAT REWARD

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Jun. 9 –Open meeting. Bring your child memories
document ready for the “Reflections” project.
July, August – No meetings
Sep. 8 – Presentation by Frank L. Wesolowski
Oct. 13 – Need a volunteer
Nov. 10 – Need a volunteer

11/17. Each day there will be three sessions in a
continuous manner at the times 9 to 11am, (time for
lunch), 12:30 to 1:45 pm, (break) and 2 to 3:15 pm. After
the day’s session the BCGS library will be open for
research from 3:15 to 4:15 pm. All sessions will cover
different material and the cost for the three days is $35 per
person.

POLISH FESTIVAL
The festival will be in Patterson Park usually along
Linwood Ave at Eastern Ave in east Baltimore on the
weekend of June 1-3, 2007. Please visit Adam Mazurek,
the Polish raconteur, at the welcoming tent and offer those
interested in genealogy to become EEIG members.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Geri Misotti of Perry Hall who is researching
the surnames Kopec, Markiewicz, Larek and
Sczerbicka.
Welcome Nancy Miller of Forest Hill who is researching
the surnames Scheib, Weiner, Blake and Willie/Willey.
Welcome to Mitchell and Marie Erauch of Dundalk who
are researching the surnames Erauth/Irauth, Michon,
Dymowski and Grabowski.

FLASH
Ancestry.com is offering access to 90 million U.S. war
records from Jamestown in 1607 thru Vietnam in 1975.
They are available free until June 6, 2007.
GENEALOGY 101
Recently, one afternoon, I was at the local library looking
for an instructional book on roofing since I intended to
have my roof shingled in the near future. I also looked, as
usual, in the genealogy section to see if there were any
newer books on the subject. To my surprise, I noticed a
book entitled Genealogy 101 written by Barbara Renick.
The title is not unique but it just happened to match the
one I chose for the Bulletin, since the BCGS is starting an
introductory course for its members. I checked out this
book and perused through the contents. One of the
paragraphs early in the book expresses the theme of the
current EEIG “Reflections Project”: “No matter how you
stumble into genealogy, at some point you get bitten by the
bug and want to start tracing your own family tree.
Genealogists work backward in time. They start with
themselves and carefully align each older generation on
top of the younger—much like a toddler stacking a tower
of blocks. A good place to start is with your own history.
Writing your own personal history is one of the greatest
legacies you can leave for the generations yet to come. It
will be of value not only to your own children and
grandchildren, but also to your siblings’ descendants.
This is especially true if you record the stories of your life
growing up with your parents, siblings, and other relatives
you remember.”
“Introduction to Genealogy”, will be offered in October
and November of this year. The dates are 10/27, 11/3 and

WRITING YOUR MEMOIRS
How to get started fast.
Get a spiral notebook and pencils. Having a notebook
handy will allow you to jot thoughts down as you think of
them. Be serious—carry it around and think of your past.
You never know when a thought will come. Many times
when an episode comes to mind and you think you will
remember to make note of it later—you don’t!
Sit down for a quiet session and take those notes to the
next level and put yourself in the era of your childhood,
your favorite house, your experiences with friends, your
school years, favorite times with immediate family, the
relationship with uncles, aunts and cousins and those not
so typical experiences. Start writing. Take that experience
and embellish the time leading up to it and the time after.
Write down the lessons it taught you and the influence you
had or others had that made it memorable.
You alone can tell those stories: Who else will do it?
Those stories are worth telling and they will be of interest
to your family for generations. Remember, the readers of
your stories will be of a different era and they will be
enlightened about the happenings in your life in those “old
days”.
CONTRIBUTORS
Please contact the editor with useful items of interest to the
group for publication.
Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net
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BULLETIN BAFFLER 006
The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.

Unscramble the four words and solve the riddle with the bracketed letters.

EREF

__ __ [__] [__]

VIEK

[__] __ [__] V

TAPS

[__] [__] [__] __

CODK

__ __ __ [__]

A PRECIOUS GIFT

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

BULLETIN BAFFLER 007
The solution will be available at the regular monthly meetings.

Solve the three definitions and then solve the riddle with the bracketed letters.

A geographical dictionary listing that also describes a place.
[__] __ __ [__] T __ __ __ [__]
A group of people who are related by blood.
__ __ __ D __ [__] [__]

An ancestor, often the earliest identified of a family line.
[__] __ __ G [__] __ [__] __ __ __

Your ancestry part of your family line.

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Sep. 8 - Seminar/Workshop at the LDS Family History
Center at 120 Stemmers Run Road in Essex.
Notice: This meeting is in lieu of our regular meeting.
See below
Oct. 13 – Presentation by Frank L. Wesolowski
Nov. 10 – Need a volunteer (contact Tom Bocek)
BALTIMORE STAKE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER
WORKSHOP
The EEIG is urged to go to this workshop and attend the
numerous presentations offered free by the LDS. This
workshop will be in place of our September 8th
meeting. The workshop seminars begin at 9:00 am and
continue thru 3:50 pm at the Essex site. The complete
schedule is listed on page 2.
Our own Tom Bocek is presenting a two-hour talk on
Poland & Eastern European Genealogy. For those who
have not attended last year, it is a must. For those
attending all day, a bag lunch is recommended; bottled
water will be provided. Registration begins at 8:00 am. A
preliminary list of classes is shown on page 2. For latest
details, class descriptions and registration go to the
website,www.BaltimoreFamilyHistoryWorkshop.org.
Directions: I-695 to route 702, take 702 and exit at Eastern
Blvd. towards Chase. Get into left lane and turn left onto
Stemmers Run Rd. at the first traffic light. church is
across from Stemmers Run Middle School on the right.
BOCEK’S BOOKS
NEWS ! My book is now ready for distribution. Baltimore
Street Name Changes - 1730 to 2000. A real steal at
$12.99 + tax. Let me know by e-mail if you want a copy
and I will bring it to the next regular scheduled meeting at
the BCGS library.
Also, keep working on our Reflections project. The
summer break is a good time to jot down your memories.
If anyone is finished, please put it in a WORD format and
send it as an attachment. If you would prefer to send a
paper copy, I can work with that. The important thing to
remember is that we can add or subtract at a later date, so
don't put off working on your story even though it is in a
rough form. Nobody will see these manuscripts until they
are in book form. Tom Bocek

GENEALOGY 101
"Introduction to Genealogy", will be offered in October
and November of this year. dates are 10'27, 11/3 and
11/17. Each day there will be three sessions in a
continuous manner at the times 9 to 11 am, (time for
lunch), 12:30 to 1:45 pm, (break) and 2 to 3:15 pm. After
the day's session, the BCGS library will be open for
research from 3:15 to 4:15 pm. All sessions will cover
different material and the cost for the three days is $35 per
person.
USING THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER
Once you have identified a specific locale in Eastern
Europe to research, there is no need to run out and renew
your passport. Your local Family History Center is the
place to start. Since 1938, representatives of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints' Family History Library
(FHL) in Salt Lake City have crisscrossed the continents,
microfilming records. Many of the records on film at the
FHL are not even generally accessible in their original
countries, or would require your own exhausting trip to
one village or church after another.
Start tapping the FHL's millions of microfilm rolls by
searching its online catalog (from the Family Search home
page, click the Search tab, then Family History Library
Catalog). Simply select Place Search, and then enter as
much information as you know about your ancestral
village. Having trouble making sense of your findings?
Family Search also has Research Outlines on quite a few
European countries. These are ideal orientations to the
types of records you can expect to find and where they
might be archived if the FHL has not microfilmed them. If
your ethnicity is not included, try the Ethnic Toolkits at
www.familytreemagazine.com/ethnicinto.asp, which cover
European roots from Albanian to Ukrainian.
Source - Family Tree Magazine
CONTRIBUTORS
Please contact the editor with useful items of interest in the
group for publication.
Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosack@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Oct. 13 – “The Great Depression” Presentation by
Frank L. Wesolowski
Nov. 10 – Need a volunteer (contact Tom Bocek)
BOCEK’S BOOKS
NEWS! My book is now ready for distribution. Baltimore
Street Name Changes - 1730 to 2000. A real steal at
$12.99 + tax. Let me know by e-mail if you want a copy
and I will bring it to the next regularly scheduled meeting
at the BCGS library.
Also, keep working on our Reflections project. The
summer break is a good time to jot down your memories.
If anyone is finished, please put it in a WORD format and
send it as an attachment. If you would prefer to send a
paper copy, I can work with that. The important thing to
remember is that we can add or subtract at a later date, so
don't put off working on your story even though it is in a
rough form. Nobody will see these manuscripts until they
are in book form. Tom Bocek
GENEALOGY 101
“Introduction to Genealogy”, will be offered in October
and November of this year. The dates are 10/27, 11/3 and
11/17. Each day there will be three sessions in a
continuous manner at the times 9 to 11am, (time for
lunch), 12:30 to 1:45 pm, (break) and 2 to 3:15 pm. After
the day’s session the BCGS library will be open for
research from 3:15 to 4:15 pm. All sessions will cover
different material and the cost for the three days is $35 per
person.
EMIGRATION – A CASE STUDY
Over 20 years ago the following story by Theodore Nykula
was told and documented in the book (written by Paul
Fenchak, et. al), The Ukrainians of Maryland,. The story
is typical of immigrants to the American continent at the
turn of the 20th century by many ethnic groups.

“I am now eighty two years old. I am from the
village of Stremin in the district of Zhovkva,
which is about twenty miles north of Lviv, the
major city of western Ukraine. I finished four
years of elementary education in the village
school in 1908 and helped my father in the field.

There were six brothers besides me and one
sister.
“One of my brothers was already in the United
States for three years. I remember the letters he
wrote home telling us that he was earning one
dollar and sometimes two dollars a day. In
Austrian currency it meant five crowns to one
dollar. Occasionally, when I was lucky to be
called, I worked for a local large land-holder in
Stremin on a hops plantation. I received ten
Austrian cents for a day’s work. I could not
believe that a man could earn 100 times more in
America.
“In a radius of one kilometer there were three
more villages besides Stremin and everywhere
work opportunities were scarce. I saw no future
for my self and decided to leave for America.
My father tried to persuade me to postpone my
leaving, saying that I was too young and should
complete military service first. But, when my
brother asked to let me go, my father yielded to
my request. He borrowed 200 crowns to pay for
my travel and in June of 1912 I left for the city
of Lviv. My cousin Wasyl Wladyka and another
youngster from Stremin, Iwan Peniuk, were
going, too. The latter’s older brother, Dmytro,
took us to Lviv to the office of the steamship
company, the Hamburg-America Line.
“People were talking more and more about a
possible war and the Austrian authorities were
not letting young men leave the country.
Dmytro Peniuk already seemed to know the
steamship agent in Lviv. At that time my older
brother, Wolodymyr was in Moravia on seasonal
work. Moravia was a province in the western
part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The
steamship agent persuaded us to tell everybody
that we were bound for Moravia to join my
brother in the seasonal work. In order not to
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give rise to any doubts, he took all our
documents and money, promising that we would
get everything back in Hamburg once we
reported to their agency there. He showed us the
cap of the Hamburg-America Line which he was
wearing and instructed us to contact any man
with such a cap once we arrived in Hamburg.
“We were on our own how to get to Hamburg. It
involved crossing the frontier from Austria to
Germany at the railroad station at Oswiencim.
We arrived without any difficulty in Oswiencim.
I looked out from the window and some 50 or 60
feet from where our train stopped was the
German train bound for Hamburg. But how are
we to get to the train? The area between the
trains was patrolled by an Austrian gendarme
who paced regularly back and forth. We took
the moment when the officer walked behind a
huge pillar which supported the station roof to
run over and board the train. Once inside we felt
relieved. It was no trouble to find another agent
with the same cap in Hamburg. All our
documents and money waited for us there.
“Three days later we were on a cargo ship, The
Prince Oskar. There were some 1,500 people on
the ship bound for the United States, including
many Jews and Hungarians. The Ukrainian
emigrants numbered 80 or more. About 30 of

the Ukrainians were from eastern Ukraine, then
under Russian rule. These Ukrainians had
crossed the border into Austria and had worked
their way to Hamburg as we did. When asked
why they were leaving Russian domination they
replied, ‘The war is imminent. For whom shall
we fight?’ This answer caused me to reflect for
a while as those of us from areas under Austrian
rule did not feel the national oppression as
strongly as those in eastern Ukraine did. The
strongly entrenched Russian government did not
permit national aspirations to surface as did the
Austro-Hungarian government.
“After fourteen and a half days on the water, I
arrived in the United States at the port of
Philadelphia on June 7, 1912. From there I went
to Monesses, Pennsylvania, where I worked for
U.S. Steel for eight years before coming to
Baltimore in 1920 to work for Bethlehem Steel
at Sparrows Point.”
CONTRIBUTORS
Please contact the editor with useful items of interest to the
group for publication.
Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com
Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net
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UPCOMING MEETINGS
Nov. 10 – “Genealogy research using old maps” –
presentation by Joel Leininger.
Dec. xx – Christmas Holiday month.
EEIG MEETING FORMAT
Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either
solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for
the group. We have January thru June 2008 open; so,
please be kind enough to take a month. Please contact
the chairperson with your selection. Thank you.
NEW MEMBER
Welcome Joan Trzcinski Kline of Glen Arm, MD who is
researching the surnames Ratajczak, Dziadoszek,
Liersemann, Patocska and Trzcinski
BOCEK’S BOOKS
Tom Bocek’s book can be purchased now. Baltimore
Street Name Changes - 1730 to 2000. A real steal at
$12.99 + tax. Let him know by e-mail if you want a copy
and he will bring it to the next regularly scheduled meeting
at the BCGS library.
POLISH MEDAL
The Aegis, the Bel Air, MD newspaper, reports that
Raymond Dombrowski of Bel Air, who created the
Polish Legion of American Veterans, was awarded the
highest civilian honor of the Polish Army in recognition
and appreciation of the work he has done to promote
Polish culture and heritage in the United States. On March
11, General Kazimierz Sikorski, military attaché at the
Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Washington, D.C.,
presented Dombrowski with the gold-crested medal during
a celebration in honor of General Casimir Pulaski.
Pulaski, for whom Pulaski Highway and many sites
throughout the States are named, led an unsuccessful revolt
of Polish forces against Russia. He went into exile and
was recruited by Benjamin Franklin to fight in the
American Revolution. After distinguishing himself in the
battle of Brandywine, serving under George Washington,
he was appointed brigadier general by Congress. Later, he
formed his own corps of cavalry and light infantry which
became known as Pulaski’s Legion and engaged the
British using guerilla tactics he had learned while fighting
in Poland. He was mortally wounded fighting in the siege
of Savannah, Georgia and died in 1779 at 32. He is

regarded as a hero of our Revolution and is held in
especially high regard in the Polish community.
TRANSLATIONS
A company, European Roots Genealogy, in Salt Lake City
is offering to translate letters and documents from old
German, current German, Wendish, Polish, Czech, Slovak,
Russian and Hungarian into English. For details and
special offers go to www.european-roots.com.
Note: this site had not been used by the EEIG to date.
US IMMIGRATION ROOTS PART I
“Castle Garden was the first immigration station in the
United States, from August 1855 to April 1890. Its
original name was Castle Clinton, named after New York’s
first governor, George Clinton. In actual fact, it wasn’t a
castle at all, but an old fort at Bowling Green, along the
Hudson River in lower Manhattan, where people actually
used to bowl.
“Castle Clinton was built in 1811 to defend New York
from British attack (though no shot was fired from there)
and used as a jail for British prisoners during the War of
1812. In June 1824, Castle Clinton was renamed Castle
Garden, when New York City leased the fort and turned it
into a fashionable drinking and entertainment
establishment. By the 1840’s, the fort was roofed over,
and Castle Garden became a popular theater where P.T.
Barnum often staged his outrageous acts. By 1855,
anybody who came to America got off a boat and took
their chances, as did the Irish who fled their homeland on
coffin ships during the potato famine that lasted from 1845
to 1849. Millions of Irish immigrants arrived on U.S.
shores, and the government felt it had to do something. In
August 1855, Castle Garden was designated an
immigration depot. Approximately 8 million immigrants
from northern and western Europe were processed there.
In fact, two out of every three persons immigrating to
America between 1855 and 1890, or nearly 70 percent of
the incoming population, passed through this facility.
“The purpose of Castle Garden, like Ellis Island after it,
was to deny entrance to aliens deemed undesirable. This
category included prostitutes, conmen, Chinese
‘coolies,’and ‘any convict, lunatic, idiot, or any person
unable to take care of himself or herself without becoming
a public charge.’
“It was not successful in its second purpose. That was to
protect bewildered white northern European immigrants
from the unsavory characters who roamed the wharves
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exploiting gullible newcomers with false promises of jobs
and housing. Frequently immigrants found themselves
fleeced of their money and personal possessions.
Prostitution was rampant, as was corruption inside Castle
Garden itself.
“In fact, complaints about abusive behavior by
immigration officials toward immigrants were widespread.
This included charges of sexual misconduct, political
patronage, and excessive profits from the sale of railroad
tickets. In short, Castle Garden had become a den of sin, a
con man’s Shan-gri-la, the inside no better than the
outside. The situation got so bad that Congress initiated an
official investigation, and on April 18, 1890, the
immigration center was closed. The empty building
eventually housed the New York City aquarium (1896),
which was later moved to Coney Island (1940). It was
renamed Castle Clinton and declared a national monument
in 1946.
“In 1890 when it closed Castle Garden, Congress created
the Bureau of Immigration, or what later was known as the
INS. The federal government, in effect, took control of
immigration from New York State and, during the next
two years, from 1890 to 1892, processed more than 1
million immigrants at the Barge Office in Battery Park,
which was the federal customs office in New York.
“In the meantime, the U.S. secretary of the Treasury, who
oversaw the Bureau of Immigration, sought a place to
build a new receiving station. He wanted a site on an
island in New York Harbor so that immigrants, upon
arrival, would not once again be easy marks for seedy,
opportunistic characters. In addition, a relative or close
friend would have to vouch for them.
“The first choice was Bedloe’s Island, where the Statue of
Liberty had been built only four years earlier (1886). But
the statue’s architect, August Bartholdi, was horrified and
declared the idea a “monstrous plan…a desecration.” Eyes
shifted to Governor’s Island, but that was already inhabited
by the Coast Guard. Instead, attention turned to a small
island a few hundred yards north of Bedloe’s, and 1 ½
miles west of Castle Garden off the coast of New Jersey,
which had been used as an ammunitions dump. That state
had been petitioning the federal government for removal of
the powder kegs. That speck of land, of course, was Ellis
Island.”
(Source –in part from the forward of Ellis Island
Interviews- author Peter Coan)
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