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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
February 12 – Status of members’ research – presented by 

attending members. (Members are to bring in their family 

trees for discussion) 

March 12 – TBD 

April 9 – TBD 

 

EEIG FAMILY TREE HANDBOOK 

 

All EEIG members are asked to bring a copy of their 

family tree to the next meeting for incorporation into the 

Handbook if they have, not to this point, done so.  The 

submissions need not be in pristine shape; they can be 

even hand written.  Updating your submission can be a 

continuous process.  The idea is to have it as part of the 

EEIG handbook so that it can be used as reference for 

discussions and for archiving.  The form of your family 

information need not be formal.  It can be a genealogical 

list, outline, a report, a tree, family groups, chronologically 

based or a combination of these.  The details are left up to 

the member.  Melvin Jagielski is the custodian of the 

Handbook.  In addition to archiving your submissions, it is 

hoped that this will spawn dialogue, insight and queries 

about them. 

 

DISPLAYING GENEALOGICAL TREES 
 

An ANCESTOR TREE, also known as a Pedigree Chart, 

shows an individual’s direct ancestors:  parents, 

grandparents, great-grandparents, and so on.  It does not 

show your other relatives, such as aunts, uncles, and 

cousins.  (This is the simplest tree to use for your entry 

into the notebook noted above.) Collateral blood relatives 

are neither descendants nor ancestors in the strictest sense 

of the word.  Collateral kindred is the term used to 

designate brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, nieces, nephews, 

and cousins.  Collaterals descend from a common 

progenitor (forefather or mother) but can neither ascend to 

nor descend from other collateral relatives. 

 

DESCENDANT TREES show a person’s children, 

grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and so on.  The 

primary individual appears at the top and the descendants 

fill the branches below.  The Descendant Tree is popular;  

 

 

you often see it used in historical novels, showing various 

family connections back to a particular progenitor. 

 

The OUTLINE DESCENDANT TREE, long a popular 

style for showing the descendancy from a particular 

ancestor, is a text version (no graphics) of a Descendant 

Tree.  You get the same type of information that you find 

in a Descendant Tree, but instead of allocating a box for 

each individual, the Outline Descendant Tree arranges 

individuals in an outline format.  Each person’s 

information appears on a separate line, with each 

generation indented slightly more than the one before it.  

Spouses, identified by a plus sign (+), show up on the line 

following the descendant they married.  Several 

generations fit on a single page, which probably accounts 

for the format’s long-time popularity among genealogists. 

  

The ALL-IN-ONE TREE chart is a display of every 

relationship in your complete family tree, starting with 

your prime individual.  This allows you to analyze your 

information in a single, sometimes huge, continuous tree. 

 

HOURGLASS TREES combine both the ancestors and 

descendants of the primary individual into a single chart.  

The Hourglass Tree displays an individual’s ancestors in 

the top portion of the tree, while the descendants appear in 

the bottom portion. 

 

QUESTIONS ANYONE? 

 

This month’s meeting is a good opportunity for members 

to confront our expert group with your questions.  Also, 

please bring your genealogical antidotes, stories, research 

problems, goals, techniques, favorite sources, scrapbooks 

or whatever is of interest to the group. 

 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
March 12 – RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY. Field Trip 

to the LDS Stake Family History Center at 120 Stemmers 

Run Road, Essex 21221 from 10am to 12pm. 

April 9 – TBD 

 

FIELD TRIP 

 

Tom Bocek has arranged for the EEIG members to visit 

the Family History Center on March 12.  This is a great 

opportunity for those researchers interested in obtaining 

valuable information about their relatives. 

Last month some of you have submitted your family tree 

for archiving.  Since the work of the genealogist is never 

finished, you can do additional research at the FHC. Be 

sure to bring your surnames and dates of interest. 

There will be six computers on-line for delving into 

Ancestry.com where all the pertinent databases are 

available including the census years.  Tom will be there to 

show you the way. 

In addition to computer access early Baltimore city 

directories are available on microfiche along with maps 

giving Ward numbers and land/property records.  

Naturalization records, cemetery records, Baltimore 

passenger index lists and later Baltimore city directories 

are on microfilm.  Many reference books and notebooks 

(including Tom’s special notebooks on Polish and Eastern 

European Research) stock the library bookshelves. 

Come and get acquainted with the library in order to 

facilitate future visits. 

A floor layout of the library (rooms 102,103,104) is shown 

in the graphic on page 2 of this Bulletin. 

 

Directions: Take I-695 east to route 702 (702 splits to the 

left of the Beltway at exit 36).  Take 702 and exit at 

Eastern Boulevard towards Chase.  Get into left lane on 

Eastern Blvd. and turn left at first traffic light onto 

Stemmers Run Road.  The LDS facility is on the right just 

past the Giant store on the right.  Go to the rear parking lot 

and enter through the back door.  Ring the doorbell for 

someone to let you in. 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 

Don’t forget to renew your 2005 membership by April 1. 

 

MARIE CURIE 

 

In 1893 Madame Curie became the first woman to secure a 

degree in physics at the Sorbonne in Paris—one of only 

two women in a science program of more than 1000 men.   

She was the first woman to win not one but two Nobel 

Prizes: the first in 1903 for her contribution to the 

discovery of radioactivity and the second in 1911 for her 

isolation of the elements polonium and radium. 

At the beginning of the 20
th

 century, the luminous element 

radium was hailed as an almost magical substance.  Its 

discovery was thought to be Marie Curie’s greatest 

accomplishment.  Radium destroyed cancers and other 

deep-seated tumors, but it also became a world-class fad 

when it was added to cosmetics, toothpaste, tea and tonics.  

Since it glowed in the dark, it was used for paint, watch 

dials, costumes and toys, among other products.  Radium 

was widely utilized until people began to die from 

overexposure to it—as did Madame Curie, her daughter 

Irene and countless others. 

In fact, Marie Curie’s great discovery was not the element 

radium but the uses of radioactivity, the fierce invisible 

energy released by atoms that could be used for the good 

of humanity or for its destruction.  Her discovery paved the 

path to the atom bomb but also to harnessing the energy 

we now use to improve our daily lives.  Her insight that 

radioactivity was an atomic property led to scientific 

discoveries that are being made right now. 

By the time Madame Curie died in 1934, she had become a 

legend.  Paris streets are named after Marie Curie.  Her 

face appears on the French 500 franc note (now a 

collector’s item), as well as on stamps and coins. 

Marie Curie was not French; she wasn’t even Marie.  She 

was born Marya Salomee Sklodowska in 1867 in 

Warsaw, Poland (a country that, at that time, technically 

did not exist, having been taken over by three other 

countries after Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815).  In 

school she was forced to speak and write only in Russian.  

Her father, once a respected physics professor, was 

dismissed for trying to teach Polish pride.   

Her family was desperately poor but Marya had dreams—

big dreams.  She worked for eight years as a governess to 

earn enough money to come to Paris, where she lived in an 

unheated fifth-floor room.  While she was determined to 

make her dream of becoming a scientist come true, she 
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believed that if you pursue your dream, things that seem like sacrifices don’t really matter. 

Marie’s husband, Pierre Curie, also was remarkable for his time.  He treated his wife as an equal, 

championed her accomplishments and supported her work.  

Madame Curie was someone who lived a selfless life.  She and her husband refused to patent radium 

because that “was not in the scientific spirit,” even though they knew it could bring a fortune.  They gained 

little profit from Marie’s discovery, while others became multimillionaires.  After Pierre died, Marie 

bravely carried on, raising her two daughters and working steadily until her death at 67. 

(For a complete account of this remarkable woman read Barbara Goldsmith’s book Obsessive Genius: The 

Inner World of Marie Curie) 

 
 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 

 

 

 

A=Fiche Readers; AF= Fiche & Library Holdings; B= Computers; C=Printers; D=Film Copier; E=Films 

on Order & Permanent Films; F=Brochures; G=Film Readers; H=Xerox Copier; J=Book Shelves 
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
April 9 – A Polish Heritage Association talk will be 

given by Victoria Leshinskie. 

May 14 – “Latest Books and  CDs” with Tom Hollowak 

as the guest speaker. 

 

PHA of MARYLAND 

 

Victoria Leshinskie, who was recently voted to a third 

term, is president of the Polish Heritage Association of 

Maryland.  The PHA is an organization of Americans of 

Polish descent who have united to preserve and highlight 

their Polish heritage.  It was established in 1974 and had 

just celebrated 30 years of accomplishments and cultural 

exchange.  The members meet monthly and produce a 

newsletter called the Trumpeter. On March 1, 2005 the 

official PHA website was launched on-line.  Visit it at 

www.pha-md.org. 

A continuing source of pride is the Scholarship Program, 

which was initiated in 1975.  The PHA of Maryland 

annually grants $1,000 scholarships to qualified students 

pursuing college degrees.  As of June 2004 over 150 such 

scholarships have been awarded. 

 

WELCOME NEW EEIG MEMBERS 
 

Tom and Joy Piscitelli are researching family members: 

Shirilla, Piscitelli, Fritsch, Isennock, Collins, Coe, Famous. 

Mary English is researching Maliszewski, Jaroncinski, 

Chmielewski, Novakowski. 

Pamela Kuehlman-Rumsey is researching surnames: 

Rumney/Romney, Kritwise, Lee, Disney, Luther, Wilkens, 

Waine/Wayne. 

 

LDS FIELD TRIP FOLLOWUP 

 

There were at least 15 of our group in attendance at the 

LDS Family History Center last month.  Tom Bocek was 

busy answering questions and keeping the computers on 

track.  Generally, the library is available Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday in segmented times: 10am to 

1pm, 1 to 4pm and 7 to 10pm* depending on the 

availability of volunteers.  On Saturdays the times are 10 

to 1pm and 1 to 4pm.  You should call during those times 

to see if a volunteer is there. The phone number is 410-

686-8481.  * Second and fourth Thursdays of the month 

are closed at the 7 to 10pm time slot. 

 

 
Tom Piscitelli and Irene Krebs are taking advantage of 

the LDS FHC facilities for their family research. 

 

ST. STAN CEMETERY CD ARTICLE 
 

There was an extensive article in a March issue of the 

Baltimore Guide (an east Baltimore local newspaper) 

about the Saint Stanislaus CD that was produced by the 

members of the EEIG.  The article, by Mary Helen 

Sprecher, with commentary by Tom Bocek, explains how 

valuable the CD can be in researching family members that 

were buried in St. Stan’s cemetery.  The CD lists all 

interments as recorded by the St. Stanislaus Kostka Church 

on Ann Street in Fells Point and dates from the late 1800s 

through the early 2000s.  Information on the CD includes 

the deceased’s interment record number, surname, given 

name, spouse’s name, children’s names, home address at 

death, date and place of birth, dates of death and burial, 

church affiliation, funeral director, cemetery plot location 

and notes such as grandparents’ names.  

Copies of the St. Stanislaus Cemetery interment records 

CD can be obtained by writing to D. Aleshire, 10224 

Blandford Way, Ellicott City, MD 21042, and enclosing 

$15 plus $3.50 postage and handling.  The data is 

presented in MS Excel. 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 

http://www.pha-md.org/
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
May 14 – “Latest Books and CDs” with Tom Hollowak 

as the guest speaker. 

June 11 –Holy Rosary Church Tour 

July, August – There will be no EEIG meetings until 

September 10. 

 

THOMAS HOLLOWAK 

 

Tom Hollowak, the curator of the Landsdale Library 

Special Collections at the University of Baltimore will be 

our headliner at the meeting May 14
th

.  He is also a 

member of the Polish Heritage Association of Maryland 

where he is the editor of their publication, the Trumpeter 

and chairs other committees. 

Mr. Hollowak is a researcher and publisher of Baltimore 

Polonia.  This would be an opportunity to acquire some of 

his publications for your own reference or library. You can 

view his works and other titles on his web site at 

www.historykpress.com.  Go to his site and review his 

offerings and let Tom Bocek, tpbocek@bcpl.net, know 

which titles you are interested in and Tom Bocek will see 

that Tom Hollowak brings them to the meeting. 

Our BCGS library has a sampling of Mr. Hollowak’s 

books and they are listed below.   

 

*Index to the obituaries and death notices appearing in the 

Jednose – Polonia 1926-1946 

*Births from the Baptismal Record of Saint Stanislaw 

Kostka Church 1879-1889  

*Book of Due Bills of Michael F. Sadowski Undertaker & 

Embalmer 1905-1927  

*A History of Polish Longshoremen and their Role in the 

Establishment of a Union at the Port of Baltimore  

*A Brief History of Baltimore Polonia  

*Index to the Obituaries and Death Notices Appearing in 

the Dziennik Chicagoski 1900-1909 by Hollowak 

/Hoffman 

*Polish Heads of Households in Maryland – An Index to 

the 1910 Census  

*Polonians Listed in the Baltimore City Directories 1875-

1895   

*Baltimore’s Polish Language Newspapers Historical & 

Genealogical Abstracts 1891-1925  

 

 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH TOUR 

 

The last meeting. before the summer break will be a trip to 

Holy Rosary church for a tour and a brief history of the 

church, followed by a home made Polish lunch prepared 

by the women of the parish.  After lunch we will visit their 

gift shop and then go across the street to "Polish 

Treasures", where you will find crafts, books, records, etc. 

from Poland.  You can spend the rest of the day in Fells 

point, if you desire.  The date is June 11th, and I urge all 

members to bring your spouse or a friend.  The price of the 

lunch will be about $10.00.  More details to follow, but 

please make your reservations early. 

Tom Bocek 

 

EEIG CHAIRPERSON 

 

Tom Bocek expressed his desire to step down for the next 

term as chairperson of the EEIG.  All members are asked 

to seriously consider the post.  The next chairperson will 

receive as much support from the past chairpersons and the 

Bulletin editor as needed to conduct his or her duties.  The 

future of the Group will be in jeopardy without a 

chairperson.  Please step up and call or email Tom Bocek 

as soon as possible.   

 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 

http://www.historykpress.com/
mailto:tpbocek@bcpl.net
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
June 11 –Holy Rosary Church Tour. 

July, August –EEIG is on vacation.  No meetings. 

Sept. 10 – Presentation by Ron Sacker. 

Oct.  8 - Presentation by Tony Monczewski. 

Nov. 12 - Presentation by Dottie Aleshire. 

Dec.  Christmas month, no meeting. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Welcome Tom Hollowak to the EEIG. Tom is researching 

surnames Webbert, Snoops, Papion and Ennis.  His e-

mail address is historykpress@comcast.net.  Tom has been 

a member of the BCGS in the past and has contributed his 

time as a featured speaker to the group. 

 

Welcome Frank Wesolowski to the group. Frank is 

researching surnames Wesolowski and Wlodarczyk.  His 

e-mail address is f.wesolowski@att.net.   

 

 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH TOUR 

 

This month we will take a trip to Holy Rosary church (208 

S. Chester Street) for a tour and a brief history of the 

church, followed by a home made Polish lunch prepared 

by the women of the parish.  After lunch we will visit their 

gift shop and then go across the street to "Polish 

Treasures", where you will find crafts, books, records, etc. 

from Poland.  We will meet in the church basement at 

10:30 am promptly for the tour. The price of the tour/lunch 

will be $12 per person.  All persons who have registered 

and those who have not and want to go to Holy Rosary, 

send a check for the amount of your party to Tom Bocek at 

 

Tom Bocek 

5625 Daybreak Terrace 

Baltimore, MD 21206-3014 

 

on or before June 7 in order for Tom to reserve the time 

and alert the H. R. kitchen of the number of people 

coming.  At that time inform Tom if there is a need for 

transportation to the church. 

 

 

 

EEIG MEETNG FORMAT 

 

We will change our meeting format slightly for this 

coming fall.  For each meeting we will have one of the 

members of the group present what he/she feels will be of 

interest to the group within the genealogy spectrum.  So, to 

round out the rest of the year we will have those persons 

listed in the “UPCOMING MEETINGS” column speak to 

the group.  The topics will be listed in the Bulletin as we 

near the month of the meeting.  Tom Bocek will still chair 

the EEIG. 

 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH 

 

The church was built in a Romanesque style. Its 

architectural construction is exceptional in that it has metal 

arch supports that eliminate the need for columns, which 

would obscure the view of the main altar.  The main altar 

is constructed of Italian and Spanish marble.  The central 

figure is the Blessed Virgin Mary handing the rosary to St. 

Dominic in the presence of St. Catherine.  The entire 

design and decoration of the church reflects a deep love 

and devotion to our Blessed Mother and the Saints. 

 

BRIEF CHURCH TIMELINE 

1887  Cardinal Gibbons officially grants 

permission for the funding of the Holy Rosary Church.  A 

building at Eastern Avenue and Bethel Street. was 

remodeled to meet the specifications of the Catholic 

traditions.. 

1887-1927 Holy Rosary School is established.  A 

convent is built for the Felician Sisters who began to staff 

the school in 1892. Ground for a parish cemetery is 

purchased. 

1914-1918 The parish sends 1200 volunteers to fight 

for Poland’s freedom (Haller’s army). Financial aid and 

packages are also sent to the newly freed nation of Poland. 

1927  Msgr. Wachowiak decides to relocate the 

rapidly growing parish and build a new church and rectory 

at Chester and Bank Streets.  Archbishop Curley dedicates 

the current church in1928. 

1951  Rt. Rev. Msgr. Wachowiak blesses the 

cornerstones for the new school for 1700 students and the 

convent for the teaching sisters.  A monument for the 

soldiers from our parish, who have died from 1941 to the 

current times, is built and dedicated. 

mailto:historykpress@comcast.net
mailto:f.wesolowski@att.net
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1976   Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, later elected 

Pope John Paul II in 1978, takes part in the Eucharistic 

Congress in Philadelphia and later visits Holy Rosary 

church.  

1991  Rev. Ronald Pytel is installed as fifth 

pastor. 

1993  Dedication of the Divine Mercy Chapel. 

(Source: Holy Rosary Church website) 

 

DIVINE MERCY SHRINE 

 

The shrine is located in a small alcove within the Holy 

Rosary church along the left sidewall while facing the 

alter.  The shrine depicts Christ’s Divine Mercy Message 

radiating to all by virtue of His connection to St. Mary 

Faustina Kowalska.   

 

    Faustina, as a Polish nun, had a special devotion to 

Mary Immaculate, to the Sacrament, and to Reconciliation, 

which led to a deep mystical interior life. She began to 

have visions, receive revelations, and experience hidden 

stigmata.  She began recording these mystical experiences 

in a diary.  It was published as Divine Mercy in my Soul.  

In the 1930's, Sister Faustina received a message of mercy 

from Jesus that she was told to spread throughout the 

world, a message of God's mercy to each person 

individually, and for humanity as a whole.  From her diary, 

which consisted of about 700 pages, Jesus asked that a 

picture be painted of him with the inscription: "Jesus, I 

Trust in You." She was asked to be a model of mercy to 

others, to live her entire life, in imitation of Christ's life, as 

a sacrifice. She commissioned a painting in 1935, showing 

a red and a white light (which is believed to represent 

blood and water) shining from Christ's Sacred Heart.  

Apostles of Divine Mercy is a movement of priests, 

religious and lay people inspired by Faustina's experiences. 

They spread knowledge of the mystery of Divine Mercy, 

and invoke God's mercy on sinners.  Approved in 1996 by 

the Archdiocese of Krakow, it has spread to 29 countries.  

 

It was Pope John Paul II who in 2000 canonized Faustina 

after accepting as a miracle the 1995 healing of Father 

Ronald Pytel, former pastor of the Holy Rosary church 

from a heart condition known as congestive heart failure. 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
Sept. 10 – Beyond Genealogy; An Autobiography and 

Memoirs, presented by Ron Sacker. 

Oct.  8 – Presentation by Tony Monczewski. 

Nov. 12 – Presentation by Dottie Aleshire. 

Dec.  Christmas month, no meeting. 

 

EEIG MEETING ROOM 

 

The Parkville Senior Center building where our meeting 

room resides is being renovated and we will be relocated 

to another room on the second floor that will be adequate 

for our needs. 

 

HOLY ROSARY CHURCH FIELD TRIP 

 

In June arrangements were made by Melvin Jagielski to 

have the EEIG and guests visit the Holy Rosary Church for 

a private tour.  The director of the Archdiocesan Shrine of 

the Divine Mercy, Mary Sherron, conducted the tour. 

 

 
EEIG and guests at the alter of the H.R. Church 

 

The hour tour covered the magnificent structures, 

sculptures, paintings and history of the Church.  The 

Divine Mercy Shrine, depicting the Polish nun saint, 

Faustina’s encounter with Jesus, was especially 

memorable.  The Pastor, Reverend Richard Philiposki, S 

Ch., greeted the group for a Q and A and discussion 

session.   Following the tour the group was treated to a 

Polish hot luncheon of traditional favorites in the Church 

hall.   While we were eating, Charles Rutkowski 

entertained us by playing his accordion.  The gift shop was 

open where many religious items and books could be 

purchased.  Our deepest thanks go to Melvin, Mary and Fr. 

Rich. 

 

 

Melvin Jagielski and Fr. Rich Philiposki at the 

luncheon 

 

 

 
Mary Sherron with a replica of the Black Madonna 

adorned with jewels  
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LDS WORKSHOP 

 

The Family History Center is conducting an annual 

Genealogy Workshop at their facility on September 10 at 

120 Stemmers Run Road in Essex, Maryland.  The 

Workshop runs from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM and will include 

many lectures on the facets of genealogy.  Our own Tom 

Bocek will be giving a two-hour class on Poland and 

Eastern European genealogy.  For those who are 

interested, e-mail the family history center at 

baltfhc@yahoo.com. Note: the EEIG will meet as 

scheduled. 

 

YOUR AUTOBIOGRAPHY, TRY IT! 

 

The word comes from the Greek words autos, bios and 

graphein that mean self-life to write.  So an account of 

one’s own life seems most appropriate for a genealogist 

who wants his/her descendants to know what made 

him/her tick and provide an insight to the ancestors.  Most 

people, unless they are a celebrity or renown, will not have 

a biographer research their life and tell the world.  So, 

while you are still alive why not tell your story and leave a 

legacy of information that would be appreciated?  

Autobiographies need not be complex; but you must start 

and write it down and tell those stories that only you know.  

Stitch them together and voila - you have a document that 

describes what kind of character you are. 

 

YOUR MEMOIRS, TRY THEM 

 

Memoirs are records of facts and events written from 

personal knowledge or special information, which are 

usually short and limited to biographical notes or 

experiences.  A memoir could be an episode in one’s life 

that has meaning to the descendants, which could enrich 

their view of you.  Usually a particular memoir has a 

theme or focus in your life.  Since most of us have many 

reflections through the years, many episodes can be made 

into memoirs.  So, write them down and they can be shared 

with your family.  For example, as a genealogist, you 

uncovered an unknown fact about your self or a family 

member.  Document your research on this fact as a 

memoir.  By the way if you connect together a number of 

these memoirs about your life you just may have created 

an autobiography! 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
Oct.  8 – “PGSA 2005 Convention” report presented by 

Tony Monczewski. 

Nov. 12 – Presentation by Dottie Aleshire. 

Dec. - Christmas month, no meeting. 

Jan. 14 - Presentation by Anne Wieliczko 

Feb. 11 - Presentation TBD. 

Mar. 11 - Presentation by Bonnie Newton. 

Apr. 8 - Presentation by Donna Carter. 

May 13 - Presentation by Joe Simon. 

Jun. 10 - Presentation by Frank Wesolowski. 

 

MEETING PRESENTATIONS 

 

The EEIG is very fortunate to have members willing to 

address the group with their presentations.  All meetings 

are taken except February 11
th

 2006.  Any member willing 

to present a topic for this date, please inform the editor.  

Thank you.  

 

EEIG MEETING ROOM 

 

The Parkville Senior Center building is being renovated.  

On the day of the meeting, we will arrange for a place 

within the building for our meeting.  Come to the BCGS 

library for directions.  Thank you. 

 

POLISH HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

 

Holy Rosary Church is having a festival in the church hall 

on October 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 of this year.  The hall is located 

on 408 S. Chester Street in East Baltimore.  The EEIG was 

invited to be present at the festival to provide information 

to the Polish community about genealogy and cemetery 

research. 

Joe Simon and Tom Bocek thought it would be a good 

opportunity to interact with the public and show what the 

EEIG has accomplished and possibly help those interested 

in their ancestors by presenting the materials we have 

available.  Also, we plan to have a computer (laptop) and 

printer, if available, to examine and demonstrate the 

cemetery Interment records for interested festival 

attendees. 

 

 

 

Our participation is tentative and will be discussed at the 

meeting.  We will need volunteers and probably choose 

one of the two festival days to be there. 

Please contact Tom Bocek with your thoughts about this 

event before the meeting.  Volunteers with a laptop 

computer and/or printer would be most useful. 

The festival times are 12 noon to 10 PM at night on 

Saturday and 12 to 6 PM on Sunday.  There will be artists, 

game tables, food and various displays and wares available 

in the hall and the courtyard.  A dance is scheduled for 

Saturday night. There will be a Polka Mass at 5 pm on 

Saturday. 

 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND MEMOIRS HANDOUTS 

 

The editor has a few copies left of the handouts from last 

month’s presentation.  They will be available at the 

meeting on a first come first served basis.  

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
Nov. 12 – “Discovering your Polish roots” -presentation 

by Dottie Aleshire. 

Dec. - Christmas month, no meeting. 

Jan. 14 - Presentation by Anne Wieliczko 

Feb. 11 – “Little Warsaw in Baltimore” - presentation 

by Thomas Hollowak. 

Mar. 11 - Presentation by Bonnie Newton. 

Apr. 8 - Presentation by Donna Carter. 

May 13 - Presentation by Joe Simon. 

Jun. 10 - Presentation by Frank Wesolowski. 

 

HOLY ROSARY POLISH FALL FESTIVAL 

 

Holy Rosary Church held it’s festival on October 22
nd

 and 

23
rd

.
  

The EEIG provided information to the Polish 

community about genealogy and cemetery research. 

Donna Carter, Anthony Monczewski and Tom Bocek 

operated the laptop computers while Joe Simon, Dottie 

Aleshire, Anne Wieliczko and Ron Sacker answered 

questions on Polish research and helped those interested in 

their ancestors by presenting the materials we had 

available. 

 
(L to R) Tom Bocek, Anthony Monczewski, Donna 

Carter and Joe Simon. 

 

 

 

 

CEMETERY FLAGPOLE 

 

Recently, members and friends of Holy Rosary Church 

witnessed the dedication of a newly erected flagpole at the 

Holy Rosary Cemetery.  “This flagpole is a monument to 

the Pulaski Brigade which was formed at the parish on 

May 12,1908.”  Abstracted from the East County Times 

(One parishioner pointed out to an EEIG member that if 

the new flagpole was placed in a different spot from the 

old pole she may have to recalculate her directions to her 

relatives’ grave site since the old pole was a point of 

orientation for her.)  

 

EEIG MEETING ROOM 

 

The Parkville Senior Center building is being renovated.  

On the day of the meeting, we will arrange for a place 

within the building for our meeting.  Come to the BCGS 

library for directions.  Thank you. 

 

CHURCH RECORDS 

 

The BCGS library has a number of microfilms on church 

records that may be of interest to our EEIG members.  The 

library has two microfilm readers for the use of its 

members.  The following is a partial list.  Come in and see 

what they have to offer. 

 Church  Records  Years 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Baptismal 1873-1899 

    Baptismal 1899-1915 

    Marriages 1874-1947 

Holy Rosary  Baptismal 1887-1899 

    Baptismal 1899-1910 

    Marriages 1888-1892 

    Marriages 1963-1984 

    Deaths  1888-1892 

    Deaths  1893-1953 

St. Stanislaus  Baptismal 1879-1894 

    Baptismal 1893-1910 

    Marriages 1910-1977 

    Deaths  1893-1968 

    Deaths  1968-1977 

St. Patrick’s  Baptismal 1825-1872 

    Baptismal 1869-1892 

    Marriages 1825-1926 

    Marriages 1927-1977 

    Deaths  1825-1977 
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Other church record microfilms are available, such as, St. 

Alphonsus, St. Joseph’s Fullerton, St. John’s, St. Vincent 

De Paul, St. Mary’s Star of the Sea and St. Michael’s. 

 

WEBSITES OF THE MONTH 

 

The Federation of Eastern Family History Societies was 

organized in 1992 as an umbrella organization that 

promotes family research in Eastern and Central Europe 

without any ethnic, religious or social distinction.  The  

www.feefhs.org website provides an extensive online map 

room, an ethnic, religious and national index of home 

pages and resource guide listings of organizations 

associated with the Federation (from 14 countries) and a 

collection of unique surname databases.  This site should 

be the first stop for any researcher with Eastern European 

roots. 

One-step web pages by Stephen P. Morse is a collection 

of online forms used to search certain genealogical 

databases in “one step”.  The most notable is the frequently 

accessed “Searching the Ellis Island Database in One 

Step”, which enables researchers to mine data from the 

Ellis Island Database (containing immigration records of 

some 22 million immigrants who came to the U.S. through 

the port of New York from 1892-1924).  Users can choose 

“sounds like” search criteria for first and last names, as 

well as town name, and define a number of other more 

specific parameters.  This is especially helpful for locating 

often-misspelled Eastern European surnames and 

towns/villages.  In addition, a visit to Morse’s site 

www.stevemorse.org will offer researchers the opportunity 

to discover his other one step forms pertaining to some 

U.S. census records, the Social Security Death Index 

(SSDI) obtaining birthdays, the Jewish calendar and 

others. 

(From an article in the Family Chronicle by Lisa Alzo) 
 

BULLETIN BANTER 

 

“WHOSE ON FIRST” PARODY 

This is a story about four people named Everybody, 

Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.  There was an 

important job to be done and Everybody was sure that 

Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but 

Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that, because it 

was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could 

do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when 

Nobody did what Anybody could have done! 

Author Unknown 
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