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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Jan. 12 – presentation by F. Wesolowski. 

Feb. 9 – “Lutheran Polish Church”, presented by T. 

Hollowak. 

 

EEIG MEETING FORMAT 

Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either 

solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for 

the group.  We have March thru June 2008 open; so, 

please be kind enough to take a month.  Please contact 

the chairperson with your selection.  Thank you. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome Carole Derus of Rosedale, MD who is 

researching the surnames Santonceta, Lewandowski, 

Mangano, Clarke and Kemp. 

Welcome John and Donna Cole of East Point, MD who is 

researching the surnames Cole, Raddatz, Barton and 

Corbin.  

Welcome Fred Stanton of Towson, MD who is 

researching the surnames Wilde, Hartsock, Osmay and 

Berkey. 

 

“REFLECTIONS” PROJECT 

It’s time to get those childhood stories about your 

experiences in your old neighborhood to Tom Bocek.  

Tom is waiting to incorporate them with the rest of the 

articles for publication.  He can be reached by phone or by 

e-mail.  Thank you. 

 

US IMMIGRATION ROOTS - PART II 

(Part I appeared in the November 2007 issue of the 

EEIG Bulletin) 

The overall immigration statistics for the Ellis Island are 

impressive.  More than 12 million immigrants, or “aliens” 

as they were called, underwent immigration processing or 

detention at the island from January 1, 1892 until 

November 12, 1954—a span of sixty-two years.  During 

those years, the island was the scene of more human 

dramas than one can imagine.  They involved not just 

foreigners trying to enter the United States but foreigners 

already living here, who found themselves on Ellis Island 

for special inquiry and possible deportation as enemy 

aliens during the First and Second Worlds Wars. The INS 

regularly issued warrants for their arrest and deportation. 

But Ellis Island’s heyday, 1892-1924, covered the years 

when the immigration laws of the United States were 

comparatively liberal.  The federal government created the 

INS originally called the Bureau of Immigration, and 

opened Ellis Island and other immigrant stations at 

seaports throughout the United States as landing depots to 

weed out undesirable immigrants.  Those depots on the 

East Coast included Baltimore, Philadelphia, Providence, 

and Boston, and on the West Coast, Angel Island in San 

Francisco Bay (whose principal function was to exclude 

Chinese aliens). 

The federal law was straightforward.  The INS was 

required to enforce the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, the 

Contract Labor Law of 1885, and the Immigration Act of 

1891.  The latter piece of legislation excluded all mentally 

disabled persons, paupers, and those who might become 

public charges.  It excluded those suffering from a 

“loathsome or contagious disease,” as well as those 

convicted of a felony, and egregious, or a misdemeanor 

involving “moral turpitude.”  Anarchists were added to the 

list of unacceptable aliens in 1903.  Illiterates faced 

exclusion beginning in 1917. 

The processing of aliens began as steamships entered New 

York Harbor.  Boarding division inspectors and physicians 

from Ellis Island met the ships by cutter and examined 

first- and second-class passengers aboard the vessels.  A 

few of these people were occasionally detained for further 

processing at Ellis Island, but the majority were released 

and were saved a visit to Ellis Island because they satisfied 

immigration officials of their comparative wealth, social 

standing, good health, or that they were simply temporary 

visitors. 

By far, the greater number of passengers traveled in 

steerage or third class.  These passengers were all required 

to go to Ellis Island for more extensive processing.  

Experience taught the INS that steerage passengers 

intended to remain in the United States but, often, were 

poor, illiterate, and in ill health. 

When a steamship had docked, usually at a Westside 

Manhattan pier, steerage passengers were crowded aboard 

A ferry by INS men and taken directly to Ellis Island.  

They were carefully tagged, not just with their own names, 

but those of the steamships on which they had traveled.  

This was important because multiple steamships arrived on 

any given day, and immigrants often spoke no English and 

were frequently confused, angry, or fearful. 

At Ellis Island, men were separated from women and 

children at once.  They were lined up separately for 

inspection.  Line inspection was medical in nature and was 

conducted by physicians of the U.S. Public Health Service, 

the agency that ran all federal immigrant hospitals.  The 
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inspection team was composed of “eye men,” whose task it 

was to examine immigrants for signs of vision disorder 

such as cataracts, conjunctivitis, or trachoma.  These 

diseases would almost certainly cause an alien to be 

excluded and returned aboard the next steamship to his 

country of origin. 

 

The next set of doctors inspected aliens more generally.  

They observed demeanor and watched for signs of mental 

retardation, neurosis, or insanity.  Aliens were examined 

for sign of pregnancy, physical deformities, favus (a 

contagious disease of the scalp), and goiter.  Physicians 

devised a quick method for identifying aliens suspected of 

health problems.  They simply chalked the chest of an 

alien with a letter of the alphabet denoting a suspected 

ailment or condition.  H was for heart, K for hernia, Pg for 

pregnant, X for mental illness.  These marks resulted in the 

alien’s being detained for further examinations, and the 

issuance of a medical certificate, cosigned by three 

doctors. 

The immigrants waited in long lines, frequently extending 

one flight upstairs, to enter the Registry Room or Great 

Hall.  There, they were questioned by an immigration 

inspector assigned to interrogate the alien passengers from 

a particular steamship.  The inspector worked from a long 

list of names, but was well armed with documents 

pertaining to each immigrant case, including the freshly 

written medical certificates.  Other documents may have 

included telegrams from an alien’s relatives or friends, 

cables from foreign police agencies requesting detention of 

a newly arrived alien, or other personal information that 

could affect the immigrant’s future. 

The inspector was assisted by a clerk and an interpreter   

Thirty-two basic questions were asked of each alien 

concerning name, by age, country and city of origin, 

occupation, whether the alien was literate in his own 

language, whether he understood English, the amount of 

money he carried, his final destination, and so on. 

Alerted by an immigrant’s demeanor, responsiveness, and 

excitability, inspectors often asked additional questions, 

which varied from immigrant to immigrant, such as: Are 

you an anarchist?  Are you a polygamist?  Sometimes they 

chatted further with other family members, watching for 

signs of inadmissibility.  If an alien was suspected of being 

inadmissible, or if further paperwork was needed for 

admittance, he was put in detention. 

Detention was a scary time for immigrants.  It could last 

hours, but often lasted days, weeks, even month.  Women 

and young children raveling alone were always detained 

until a male relative came for them.  Penniless aliens were 

detained until some one could bring them money or vouch 

for them financially with a bond.  Alien seamen and 

stowaways were detained until they could satisfy 

inspectors that they were admissible.  Ill people or 

pregnant women were often detained for hospitalization.  

Criminals or others clearly undesirable were detained for 

immediate exclusion. 

The first thirty-two years of Ellis Island’s history, from 

1892 to 1924, were the classic years when the “golden 

door” was open with few restrictive laws.  The second 

period, 1924 to 1931, was different.  Quota laws were 

introduced in 1924, which greatly restricted the number of 

immigrants who could enter the United States annually.  

The U.S. Census of 1890 was used as the basis of foreign 

quotas.  Each nation was given a 2 percent quota based on 

the census.  This tended to favor old immigrant 

nationalities, such as the British, Germans, Irish and 

Swedes, over the new immigration wave of Italians, Jews 

and eastern Europeans.  

But the INS’s work at Ellis Island really began to change 

when the processing of aliens was gradually assigned to 

U.S. consulates abroad.  By 1931, the new system was in 

full forced. The completed the island’s third phase, a 

downward slide until 1954.  When the primary function as 

an immigration processing station to the U.S. eroded, 

immigration levels dropped dramatically from a high of 

1.2 million in 1907 to approximately 25,000 in 1932.  Now 

all questioning and medical examinations had to be 

completed at American consulates abroad, before 

immigrants could be granted a visa allowing     them to 

enter the United States. As a result, Ellis Island—from 

1931 to 1954—was used chiefly for law enforcement 

purposes, as a place to detain suspect aliens as well as 

those under warrant for arrest and deportation.  Some of 

these aliens were criminals in Europe.  In addition, the 

Second World War and its aftermath saw thousands of 

German, Japanese, and Italian enemy aliens, as well as 

refugees, detained at Ellis Island. 

In 1939, the U.S. Coast Guard established a training base 

on Ellis Island and in 1941, the FBI set up an office.  Ellis 

Island remained the New York headquarter of the INS 

until 1943, when the Department of Justice moved the 

administrative offices to Manhattan.  The U.S. Public 

Health Service closed the main immigrant hospital 

buildings on the island in 1951.  Then, on November 12, 

1954, the INS closed Ellis Island completely, under orders 

from U.S. Attorney General Herbert Brownell, abandoning 

the island for good in March 1955, and leaving the General 

Services Administration as the last surviving federal 

presence at the former immigration station. 

 (Source –in part from a forward by 

Barry Moreno, Librarian and Historian 

Ellis Island Immigration Museum 

Statue of Liberty National Monument 

National Park Service 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

of the book  Ellis Island Interviews - by Peter Coan) 

 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net  
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Feb. 9 – “Lutheran Polish Church”, presented by 

Thomas Hollowak. 

 

EEIG MEETING FORMAT 

Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either 

solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for 

the group.  We have March thru June 2008 open; so, 

please be kind enough to take a month.  Please contact 

the chairperson with your selection.  Thank you. 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Those members who have not paid their 2008 dues to the 

BCGS are asked to do so.  Please pay by mail (details were 

posted in the BCGS Newsletter) or see the Librarian upon 

your visit to the BCGS Library.   

 

“REFLECTIONS” PROJECT 

It’s time to get those childhood stories about your 

experiences in your old neighborhood to Tom Bocek.  

Tom is waiting to incorporate them with the rest of the 

articles for publication.  He can be reached by phone or by 

e-mail.  Thank you. 

 

POLONIA COLLECTION 

Thomas Hollowak is presently engaged in a project that 

will make available to the public via the internet the entire 

Maryland Polonia Collection of the Landsdale Library at 

the University of Baltimore.  The Polonia Collection 

contains historical information and documents about 

people, businesses, organizations, customs, etc. concerning 

Maryland Polonia over the years.  It is a large task and he 

needs help in the transformation of the data.  The process 

is simple and requires scanning of the material into the 

computer to create PDF files.  He will provide all the 

instructions and training for the task.  If you are interested 

in helping provide this material to researchers on the 

internet, please contact Tom Hollowak at the University 

of Baltimore. Phone him at 410-837-4268 or email at 

thollowak@ubalt.edu.  

An example of some scanned items is shown on the 

following link: 

http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/ampviii3.htm  

  

SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY 

The Romans celebrated their feast of Lupercalia as a 

lovers’ festival for young people.  Young men and women 

chose partners for the festival by drawing names by chance 

from a box.  Then the partners exchanged gifts as a sign of 

affection.  They usually continued to enjoy one another’s 

company long after the festival.  Many such courtships 

ended in marriage. 

After the spread of Christianity, churchmen tried to give 

Christian meaning to the pagan festival.  In A.D. 496, Pope 

Gelasius changed the Lupercalia festival of February 15 to 

Saint Valentine’s Day on February 14.  But the sentimental 

meaning of the old festival has remained to the present 

time. 

Historians disagree about the identity of St. Valentine.  

One St. Valentine was a priest who lived in Rome during 

the 200’s under Emperor Claudius II.  The Romans jailed 

him for aiding persecuted Christians.  People believe that 

he cured his jail keeper’s daughter of blindness.  About 

A.D. 270, the Romans beheaded him on Palatine Hill at the 

site of an ancient altar to Juno.  Many years later, 

Christians named a gate in Rome Porto Valentini after St. 

Valentine.  The name was later changed to Porto del 

Popolo. St. Valentine’s remains are buried in the church of 

St. Praxedes in Rome. 

Another St. Valentine was a bishop of Interamna (now 

Terni) about 60 miles from Rome.  One source says that he 

was persecuted for converting a Roman family to 

Christianity.  He was beheaded in Rome about A.D. 273. 

Historians know little about early celebrations of 

Valentine’s Day.  People in England observed the holiday 

as early as 1446.  In early days, young people chose their 

valentines by writing names on slips of paper, then 

drawing them by chance from a vase.  An account of the 

celebration of the holiday in the 1700’s describes how 

social groups met “in the homes of gentry” on the eve of 

Valentine’s Day to carry out this custom.  After drawing 

lots, each young man wore the paper with his lady’s name 

on his sleeve for several days.  The expression, “He wears 

his heart on his sleeve,” probably came from this custom. 

Young men often presented gifts to their valentines.  In 

some places, the young man gave his lady a pair of gloves.  

Among wealthy families, men gave fancy-dress parties in 

honor of their valentines.  The custom of sending 

sentimental messages gradually replaced that of giving fine  

gifts.                          (Source – the World Encyclopedia) 

 

BULLETIN BANTER 

Here beneath the pile of stones 

Lies all that’s left of Sophie Jones 

Her name was Jowski, not Jones 

But Jones was used to rhyme with stones. 

mailto:thollowak@ubalt.edu
http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/ampviii3.htm
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A VALENTINE POEM 

Red roses were her favorites, her name was also Rose.  

And every year her husband sent them, tied with pretty bows.  

The year he died, the roses were delivered to her door.  

The card said, “Be My Valentine” like all the years before.  

 

Each year he sent her roses, and the note would always say, 

I love you even more this year, than last year on this day.  

My love for you will always grow, with every passing year.  

She knew this was the last time that the roses would appear.  

 

She thought, he ordered roses, in advance before this day.  

Her loving husband did not know, that he would pass away.  

He always liked to do things early, way before the time.  

Then, if he got too busy, everything would work out fine.  

 

She trimmed the stems, and placed them in a very special vase.  

Then, sat the vase beside the portrait of his smiling face.  

She would sit for hours, in her husband's favorite chair.  

While staring at his picture, and the roses sitting there.  

 

A year went by, and it was hard to live without her mate.  

With loneliness and solitude, that had become her fate.  

Then, the very hour, as on Valentines before,  

The doorbell rang, and there were roses, sitting by her door.  

 

She brought the roses in, and then just looked at them in shock.  

Then, went to get the telephone, to call the florist shop.  

The owner answered, and she asked him, if he would explain,  

Why would someone do this to her, causing her such pain?  

 

I know your husband passed away, more than a year ago,  

The owner said, I knew you'd call, and you would want to know.  

The flowers you received today, were paid for in advance. 

Your husband always planned ahead, he left nothing to chance.  

 

There is a standing order, that I have on file down here,  

And he has paid, well in advance-you'll get them every year.  

There also is another thing, that I think you should know,  

He wrote a special little card...he did this years ago.  

 

Then, should ever, I find out that he's no longer here,  

That's the card...that should be sent, to you the following year.  

She thanked him and hung up the phone, her tears now flowing 

hard.  

Her fingers shaking, as she slowly reached to get the card.  

 

Inside the card, she saw that he had written her a note.  

Then, as she stared in total silence, this is what he wrote...  

Hello my love, I know it's been a year since I've been gone,  

I hope it hasn't been too hard for you to overcome. 

 

I know it must be lonely, and the pain is very real.  

For if it was the other way, I know how I would feel.  

The love we shared made everything so beautiful in life.  

I loved you more than words can say, you were the perfect wife.  

 

You were my friend and lover, you fulfilled my every need.  

I know it's only been a year, but please try not to grieve.  

I want you to be happy, even when you shed your tears.  

That is why the roses will be sent to you for years. 

 

 

 

When you get these roses, think of all the happiness,  

That we had together, and how both of us were blessed.  

I have always loved you and I know I always will.  

But, my love, you must go on, you have some living still. 

 

Please...try to find happiness, while living out your days.  

I know it is not easy, but I hope you find some ways.  

The roses will come every year, and they will only stop,  

When your door's not answered, when the florist stops to knock.  

 

He will come five times that day, in case you have gone out.  

But after his last visit, he will know without a doubt,  

To take the roses to the place, where I've instructed him,  
And place the roses where we are, together once again. 

(Source – a website that posts genealogical poems and jokes) 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net  
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Mar. 8 – Genealogical Hints on the Web – Tom Bocek 

Apr. 12 -  

 

EEIG MEETING FORMAT 

Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either 

solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for 

the group.  We have April thru June 2008 open; so, 

please be kind enough to take a month.  Please contact 

the chairperson with your selection.  Thank you. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Welcome Frank and Teresa Lanocha of Glen Arm, MD 

who are researching the surnames Lanocha, Brzuchalski, 

Borawski and Szablak. 

Welcome Janet M. Gunther of Springfield, VA who is 

researching the surnames Gunther, Hartman, Shultz and 

Scutz. 

Welcome Susan McCormick and family of Gardeners, 

PA who are researching the surnames Schilling, Gravling, 

Bewig and Schuman. 

 

“REFLECTIONS” PROJECT 

It’s time to get those childhood stories about your 

experiences in your old neighborhood to Tom Bocek.  

Tom is waiting to incorporate them with the rest of the 

articles for publication.  He can be reached by phone or by 

e-mail.  Thank you. 

 

RODZINY 

There are several issues of the periodical, Rodziny, 

available at the BCGS library for exploration.  The 

publication is produced by the Polish Genealogical Society 

of America (PGSA).  The Rodziny collection was donated 

by Joe Simon for your perusal. 

Each issue contains articles of interest in Polish genealogy, 

culture and history.  Some of the contributors to the 

content of the periodicals are well known in Polish 

genealogy, such as, W. Hoffman, J. Shea, E. Jankowicz 

and R. Chorzempa and more. 

Each issue has an index that lists the surnames that were 

used within that particular issue.  There are book reviews 

and special articles on photo touchups and more. 

An interesting series currently occupying space in the 

Rodziny are sample translations of the Slownik 

Geograficzny.  This fifteen volume document published 

from 1880 to 1902 is a comprehensive description of 

Polish land groups, towns and villages of the tiniest size in 

that era.  It is worth the time to read about the descriptions 

to get a feel of the character of the regions.  If you know 

the name of your ancestral village, a member can request 

the description to be published. You can imagine the 

backlog. 

The Slownik Geograficzny …. Gazetteer has a long title 

that means, in English, “Geographical Dictionary of the 

Kingdom of Poland and Other Slavonic Countries”. 

 

A sample of a translation of a town, Wadowice, randomly 

selected is as follows: 

 

1) Dolne (lower)– a village in the county of Mielec on the 

sandy plain along the Vistula River, at a elevation of 175 

meters above sea level, on the right bank of the Partyn 

River ( a right tributary of the Bren River).  The township 

is made up of scattered groups of homes including the 

following: Kopacz, with 10 dwellings; Kopaniny, with 24 

dwellings; Podedworze, with 15 dwellings; and Zarzyce, 

with 9 dwellings.  The village itself has 83 dwellings.  In 

the township there are altogether 141 dwellings and 665 

inhabitants, of which 639 are Roman Catholic and 26 are 

Jewish.  According to the tabulations it has the settlements 

of Apolinary, Dozywocie and Pustkow, with 2 dwellings 

and 28 inhabitants.  In the village is located the public 

school.  It has by the tabulations (of Wawrzyniec  Jarosz) 3 

inns, 576 morgs of fields, 242 morgs of meadows, 3 morgs 

520 sazin of gardens, 8 morgs of pasture, 1 morg 

unusable, and 2 morgs 890 sazin as building parcels. In 

actuality it has 439 morgs of fields, 36 morgs of meadow 

and garden, 89 morgs of pasture.  The Roman Catholic 

parish is in neighboring Wadowice Gorne. The village was 

founded at the end of the XVI th or the beginning of the 

XVII th century as an outpost in the wilderness of 

Sandomierz on the lands of Tarnowski.  Lists from 1581 

mention only Wadowice Gorne.  Wadowice Dolne borders 

on the north with Wampierzow, on the east with Wadowska 

Wola, on the south with Izbiska and Wadowice Gorne, and 

on the west with the coniferous forest of Wychylowka. 

2) W. Górne (upper) – a village in the county of Mielec to 

the south of Wadowice Dolne at an elevation of 180 meters 

above sea level.  It lies on the township road at the 

junction with the highway between Mielec and Radomysl 

(8.3 kilometers). To the township belong the following: 

Piaska, with 67 dwellings, Podlesie, with 3 dwellings, and 

Zadworze, with 73 dwellings.  The entire township 

numbers 177 dwellings and 843 inhabitants, of which 802 

are Roman Catholic and 41 are Jews.  In the tabulation 
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there stand 23 dwellings and the residents number 112 

people of which 100 are Roman Catholic and 12 are Jews, 

90 are Poles and 22 are Germans.  In the tabulation the 

areas parsonage is composed of 1 morg 1,779.8 meters of 

fields, 2,218.75 meters of garden, 1,278.72 meters of 

pasture, 489.02 meters of unusable land, and a parcel of 

2,477.95 meters occupied by buildings. It has in total less 

than the former estate which was more that5 1194 morgs 

of fields, 51 morgs of meadow, and 48 morgs of pasture. In 

the village is the wooden Roman Catholic parish church 

and public school. The parish was founded by Zygmunt I 

Stanislaw Tarnowski, Castellan of Sadow, but later 

occupied by a Protestant church and therefore barred 

from the parsonage endowment.  However, on 25 July 

1585 the parish was renewed by Jan Tarnowski, grandson 

of the first founder.  The parish belongs to the Diocese of 

Tarnow and the deaconate of Radomysl encompassing the 

villages of:  Wadowice Dolne, along with Kopanina, 

Wampierzow with Prebendow, Jozefow, Zabinie and 

Wychylowka, Wola Wadoska with Smykow, Bora, Roznica 

Kadzielna, and Kosowka.  In 1508 this village was a key 

part of Zochowski Manor of Stanislaw Tarnowski. 

(Pawinski, MALOPOLSKA, p. 469).  In 1536 (ibid. p. 503) 

he gives an inspection of the village of “Vadowicze” the 

following details:  There are in the village 20 peasants, 

paying 5 grzywna; an inn (half a grzywna); cottagers (6 

grosz).  They give 40 korca of oats, 40 chickens, eggs, 

cheese, etc. and they work in service to Rzemienia.  In the 

village is a pond and mill.  The oak forest gives income of 

20 to 30 zloty (for grazing) along with the acorn crop.  In 

1581 (ibid.,  p. 254) Wadowice Gorne had 26 peasants on 

13 lan of land, a head of the hamlet’s land, 10 gardeners 

with fields, 8 home workers, 6 tenant farmers with cattle,  

4 tenant farmers without cattle, and 8 craftsmen. In recent 

times Wadowice Gorne belonged to the Wislocki.  It is 

bordered on the east by Piatkowice, on the south by 

Zgorski, and on the west with Izbiska. Mac.   

Source :Slownik Geograficzny Królestwa Polskiego- 

Warsaw [1892, vol. 12, p. 887], From the Polish Roots 

Website. 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net  
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The 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Baltimore County Genealogical Society 

Eastern European Interest Group 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Apr. 12 – “Growing up in Fells Point in the 1920s” –  

                  Memories of Andy Fischer. 

May 10 – Open Meeting 

Jun. 14 – To be determined 

 

EEIG MEETING FORMAT 

Please volunteer for a month of your choosing to either 

solicit a speaker or present what you feel is appropriate for 

the group.  We have May thru June 2008 open; so, 

please be kind enough to take a month.  Please contact 

the chairperson with your selection.  Thank you. 

 

“REFLECTIONS” PROJECT 

It’s time to get those childhood stories about your 

experiences in your old neighborhood to Tom Bocek.  

Tom is waiting to incorporate them with the rest of the 

articles for publication.  He can be reached by phone or by 

e-mail.  Thank you. 

 

GENEALOGY CONFERENCE 

News from the Brigham Young University Computerized 

Genealogy Conference held this year was reported by 

Diane Haddad of the Family Tree Magazine.  Several 

important items were noted. 

**The Family Search web site is in the midst of a 

makeover. It will offer collaboration, multimedia and 

improved searching.  It will offer other provider services 

such as Ancestral Quest, Legacy Family Tree and 

RootsMagic.  These programs will be free at Family 

History Centers for the first three years. 

**The parent company, The Generations Network, of 

Ancestry.com, RootsWeb, MyFamily.com and 

Genealogy.com has invested $69 million to digitize 

records over the past 10 years with $10 million currently 

for digitization. Also, they plan to scan some of the 

National Archives’ 9 billion undigitized documents. 

**RootsWeb’s domain name will change to 

rootsweb.ancestry.com and will remain a free website. 

**Biographwiki.com is a wiki that accepts biographies of 

anyone (but must be deceased), famous or not. 

**USFamilyTree.com, coming soon, aims to make 

tracking down your ancestors’ descendants more efficient. 

**Family Photoloom is a service that lets you tag faces in 

a photo and link them to genealogical data. 

**Heritage Collector is a service that lets you organize 

your digital photos, label people in them and create family 

history scrapbooks. 

IMMIGRATION DIGITIZED 

Ancestry.com has completed a three-year effort to digitize 

and post all US passenger arrival records between 1820 

and 1960 from 100 US ports.  The records cover most of 

all the NARA’s microfilmed passenger lists for a total of 

about 100 million names. 

Ancestorsonboard.com, a new, up to this point, free 

service from FindMyPast.com, contains outbound 

passenger lists from British ports from the UK nation 

archives.  A total of 30 million records of the UK Board of 

Trade, covering thousands of ships from 1890 to 1960, are 

being uploaded over a span of several months.  Emigrants 

from throughout continental Europe typically made British 

ports their stations en route to America. 

 

PUBLISHING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY 

Did you ever think of passing all that information you 

gathered all these years to your descendants in a form of a 

book?  There are several providers online that can help you 

at a reasonable cost depending on the condition of your 

manuscript.  Some automated services allow computer-

savvy customer to upload electronic documents then 

returning professionally bound book(s) within weeks.  The 

no-frills services run as little as $6 to $30 per copy with 

minimal setup fees.  A sampling of the sites is as follows:  

lulu.com; genealogyprinting.com; gatewaypress.com; 

booksurge.com. 

For more sites, Google “print on demand”. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

May 10 – Web sites and Baltimore City Archive 

discussions 

Jun. 14 – The Sanbourne Maps 

 

AMERICAN CZESTOCHOWA (PART ONE) 

Recently, a couple of friends, my wife, and I traveled to 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania for a weekend get-a-way.  

Among the sites we visited was the Czestochowa Shrine in 

Doylestown.  The idea of an American Czestochowa took 

place in 1960 when a proposal was made to build a church 

as a monument to American Polonia on the millennium of 

Christianity in Poland.  This Shrine to Our Lady of 

Czestochowa was completed in 1966. (In 966 A.D. the 

historical ruler of the Polish peoples, Prince Mieszko I 

converted to Christianity.)  The church is part of a 

monastery run by the Pauline monks.    

As many of you know, the town of Czestochowa is in 

Poland and the sacred painting of the Virgin Mary with the 

child Jesus (sometimes called the Black Madonna) is on 

display in the monastic church at Jasna Gora.  The story of 

this circumstance goes way back in Polish history and is 

very close to the hearts of the Poles. 

The church in Doylestown is very impressive.  Its 

dimensions are: 220 feet long, 70 high and 130 wide.  The 

adjacent tower is 200 feet high.  It can accommodate 1,800 

people.  The square in front of the sanctuary 

accommodates 75,000 seats. 

A stunning view from the inside of the church reveals two 

stained-glass compositions measuring forty by fifty feet 

each on each side of the church.  This monumental work is 

considered one of the largest in the United States. 

On the west wall of the church the stained-glass windows 

depict the 1000 year history of Poland.  These windows 

chronicle the ancient beginnings of Slavic gods through 

the turmoil of battles, conversion, endurance, pride, 

reverence and independence of Poland.  All the major 

Polish personages and places are depicted. 

On the east wall of the church the windows begin with the 

discovery of the new world, the conquest of Mexico, the  

discovery of Brazil and permanent colonization.  The 

window story continues with the participation of the Poles 

in American history, the religious tolerance, missionaries, 

explorers, heroes and saints. 

Other stained-glass windows in the front of the church 

depict Church history. 

There are many other aspects of the monastery grounds to 

explore and it is recommended to do so when you are in 

the area. 

 

FELLS POINT MEMORIES 

At the April meeting the speaker, Andy Fischer, gave a 

talk of his memories of East Baltimore, mostly Fells Point, 

during his early years; he is ninety years old.  His 

introductory remarks were most unusual.  He was an 

alcoholic for forty-four years (dry for the last 30) and an 

active member of the AA.  Andy gives speeches to various 

groups in prisons, hospitals and at various organizations 

and could not allow this opportunity pass to show the 

difficulty of an alcoholic to give up his degrading 

affliction. 

Andy remembers the environs around Aliceanna and 

Bethel streets, where he spent most of his early years 

growing up near his grandfather’s harness-making 

business.  The establishments in close proximity around 

his neighborhood were varied and necessary at the time.  

He recollects the Chinese laundry, the Jewish stable, the 

Belgian barber, the Polish grocery, the German 

blacksmith, the dairy man, the Italian vegetable man, the 

wayfarers’ boarding house and the ubiquitous bars.  Most 

prominent, though, was the Broadway Market.  On a 

Saturday the farmers from the Dundalk area would set up 

their stalls along the pavement in the 600 block Broadway 

and sell fresh goods.  Along with the beef man, the pork 

man, the fish man, the candy man, the horse-radish man 

and others inside the Market building, this area was quite a 

sight of commercial activity.  Besides all this, there was a 

street car line that went through it all. 

Mr. Fischer recalls the freight cars lined up down 

Aliceanna Street waiting for the hookup with the “choo-

choo”, the steam-belching soot-throwing locomotive.  

After it passed on the way East, you can count on the area 

being covered with ash. 

The most telling aspect compared to today was how honest 

the people were back then.  Andy remembers that his 

grandfather mistakenly left some of his sale items outside 

his store and they were still there the next business day.  

Back then store owners used the outside sidewalks as extra 

store space. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Jun. 14 – Topic  Change: “Sanborn Maps” is deleted for 

an “inside discussion of the EEIG field trip to the LDS 

Workshop to be held on September 13
th

 of this year.” 

Jul., Aug. – No meetings.  

Sep. 13 – Field trip to the LDS Family History Center. 

 

A CALL FOR HELP 

The EEIG chairman and editor need members to help.  We 

have been doing this for approximately seven years and 

may be running out of gas.  Be an active participant; give 

us your ideas for meeting topics, field trips, articles and 

suggestions that would be useful to the group.  So, stand 

up and come forward.  Come to the next meeting and voice 

your opinions or send us an email.  Thank you. 

 

AMERICAN CZESTOCHOWA (PART TWO) 

The National Shrine dedicated to Our Lady of 

Czestochowa in Doylestown, Pennsylvania commemorates 

many aspects of Polish history and Polish-American 

relationships.  Father Michael Zembrzuski, a Pauline 

monk, is credited for initiating the monastery in 

Doylestown and later, with help, generated interest for the 

Shrine.  The first chapel was a converted barn where a 

painting of Our Lady of Czestochowa (painted by B. 

Rutkowski) was placed above the altar.  This is a painted 

copy of the one in Jasna Gora. 

The story of the original painting and its care is 

documented since 1382.  However, the history prior to that 

is according to tradition passed down through the 

centuries.  The Painting of the Virgin Mary with the child 

Jesus that is housed at Jasna Gora was painted by Saint 

Luke the Evangelist on a board from a table used by the 

Holy Family.    The Painting was found in 326 A.D. by St. 

Helen (Emperor Constantine’s mother) in Jerusalem.  It 

was then transported to Constantinople.  The Painting had 

several owners and many miracles were attributed to it.  

The marks about the head of Mary are from a Tartar’s 

arrow to the neck in an attack in1382 and a looter’s sword 

cuts to the right cheek in 1430. 

The Painting has been restored three times: in 1430, during 

the Jagiello reign; in 1682, during the reign of King Jan 

Sobieski; from 1925-1926, by Professor Rutkowski. 

(See the print of Our Lady of Czestochowa below.)  

For more information: Google Czestochowa Jasna Gora 

 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Czestochowa 

 

 

BALTIMORE CITY ARCHIVES 

Last month we talked about the difficulties of seeing the 

contents of the City Archives.  Tom Bocek said the curator 

or person in charge of the facility discouraged any perusal 

of the contents, especially genealogical, because most of 

the documents were about city administrative and 

management activities.  And, all materials that would be of 

interest were passed on to the Maryland Historical Society, 

the Enoch Pratt Library and/or the Maryland Archives. 

There was an assessment of the City Archives during 

Mayor Donald Schaefer’s tenure that documented the 

records dating back from the earliest Baltimore Town era.  

The assessment began at the City Archives and Records 

Management Office, 211 E. Pleasant Street, Baltimore, 

Maryland 21202 in 1978 and was completed in 1984.  The 

report was edited by William G. LeFurgy and was titled: 

The Records of a City: A Guide to the Baltimore City 

Archives. ISBN: 0-916623-00-9 and Library of Congress 

Catalog card Number 84-70412, 1984, 109 pages. 
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This report outlines the history of the city government in 

terms of record group summaries and manuscript 

collection summaries dating from the Baltimore Town 

Commissioners (1729-97).  The contributors of the Guide 

admit that there are a number of gaps in the continuity of 

the records due to various reasons.  The Guide discusses 

each record group separately.  Included is the record group 

number, title and date span; a brief administrative history 

of the agency or function that created the records; a 

summary of the record’s content and coverage; and a 

description of the individual record series.  Each series 

description consists of series number and title, date span, 

volume and arrangement; reference is also made to the 

presence of an index or other finding aid, if appropriate. 

(Volume refers to approximate size of the record in cubic 

feet.) 

In reviewing the table of contents for likely titles of 

interest to a genealogist, a few emerge: RG11 – Election 

Records (ca. 1800-present); RG22 – War of 1812 Records 

(1813-1814); RG31 – Department of Education (1830-

present); RG55 – Passenger Arrival Records (1833-1875); 

RG56 – Civil War Records 1861-1867.   

As was stated earlier, these records may not be available at 

the City Archives. 

Special thanks go to Pat Czerniewski of the BCGS 

 Library staff in providing the editor with the Guide. 

 

POLONIA COLLECTION 

Thomas Hollowak is presently engaged in a project that 

will make available to the public via the internet the entire 

Maryland Polonia Collection of the Landsdale Library at 

the University of Baltimore.  The Polonia Collection 

contains historical information and documents about 

people, businesses, organizations, customs, etc. concerning 

Maryland Polonia over the years.  It is a large task and he 

needs help in the transformation of the data.  The process 

is simple and requires scanning of the material into the 

computer to create PDF files.  He will provide all the 

instructions and training for the task.  If you are interested 

in helping provide this material to researchers on the 

internet, please contact Tom Hollowak at the University 

of Baltimore. Phone him at 410-837-4268 or email at 

thollowak@ubalt.edu.  
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Sep.  13 – Seminar/Workshop at the LDS Family 

History Center at 120 Stemmers Run Road in Essex.  

Notice: This meeting is in lieu of our regular meeting.  

See below 

Nov.  8 – Strategy and planning meeting. 

Jan.  10 – TBD 

Mar. 14 – TBD 

May 9 - TBD 

 

 

BALTIMORE STAKE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 

WORKSHOP  

 

The EEIG is urged to go to this workshop and attend the 

numerous presentations offered free by the LDS.  This 

workshop will be in place of our September 13
th

 

meeting.  The workshop seminars begin at 10:00 a.m. and 

continue thru 3:50 p.m. at the Essex site.   

Our own Tom Bocek is presenting a two-hour class on 

Poland & Eastern European Research.  For those who 

have not attended last year, it is a must.  For those 

attending all day, a bag lunch is recommended; bottled 

water will be provided.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.    

For latest details, class descriptions and registration go to 

the website, www.BaltimoreFamilyHistoryWorkshop.org.   

Once at the site select “register” and view the schedule of 

topics for the morning and afternoon sessions.  On-line 

registration closes September 5, 2008. 

Directions: I-695 to route 702, take 702 and exit at Eastern 

Blvd. towards Chase.  Get into left lane and turn left onto 

Stemmers Run Rd. at the first traffic light.  The Church is 

across from Stemmers Run Middle School on the right. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Tom Bocek is stepping down as EEIG chairperson 

effective right after the September field trip to the LDS 

Workshop.  His leadership of the group has been 

outstanding for the past seven years (since September, 

2002).  He has given us insights in Polish and Eastern 

European culture, history and genealogy. Tom has 

arranged many field trips and provided the group with 

interesting guest speakers.   He has been a steady influence 

to all and has spent many hours helping the membership 

with their genealogical problems.  Thanks Tom. 

(Note: Tom Bocek is not going anywhere.  He will still be 

attending meetings.  We are scaling back our monthly 

meeting schedule to five per year.)  

 

NEW CHAIRPERSON 

We are please to announce that our new chairperson is 

Tom Hollowak.  He will be succeeding Tom Bocek 

beginning at our November 2008 meeting. 

Mr. Hollowak is the Associate Director of Special 

Collections at the University of Baltimore and is a member 

of the BCGS and the EEIG.  He is also the First Vice 

President of the Polish Heritage Association of Maryland 

and is the editor of their publication, the Trumpeter.  Mr. 

Hollowak is a researcher and publisher of Baltimore 

Polonia and is responsible for many books and written 

materials on the subject.  You can view his works on his 

web site at www.historykpress.com or look up a back issue 

of the Bulletin (May 2005) for a list of his materials we 

have on hand at the BCGS library.   

Tom H. brings vast experience, knowledge and leadership 

skills to the group.  We are extremely happy he is taking 

on the post.  Please come to the November 8
th

 meeting and 

give a warm welcome. 
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Nov.  8 – Strategy and planning meeting. 

Jan.  10 – TBD 

Mar. 14 – TBD 

May 9 – TBD 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 

The BCGS is accepting 2009 dues for membership to the 

Society which allows membership into the Eastern 

European Interest Group.  Please pay by mail (details were 

posted in your BCGS Newsletter) or see the Librarian 

upon your visit to the BCGS Library.   

 

STRATEGY AND PLANNING 

                            
On November 8

th
 at 10:30 a.m. we will have our first 

meeting with our new chairperson, Tom Hollowak.  This 

meeting is very important.  We hope to develop an 

interesting and rewarding schedule for the coming year.  

So, please make an effort to attend.  We will discuss all 

your ideas and suggestions from your family research to 

genealogical field trips and all topics in between.  Thank 

you.   

 

SURNAMES AND MEANINGS 

A search of Polish surnames that were listed in the past 

couple of years by recent EEIG membership showed some 

interesting meanings.  The source reference that was used 

for this undertaking was Polish Surnames: Origins and 

Meanings, second edition by William F. Hoffman.  This is 

a sample and not a comprehensive list.  The editor will 

bring this book to the upcoming meeting for perusal by 

those who are interested. 

 

Surnames  Root  Meaning 
 

Augustyniak august  August 

Baran   baran  ram 

Borawski  bor   fight, battle 

Brzuchalski brzuch  belly 

Czaja   craj  lapwing bird 

Derus   derus  extortioner 

Dymowski dym  smoke 

Dziadoszek dziad  old man 

Galicki  gal   serve 

Gladkowski glad  smooth, flat 

Goralski  gor   mountain 

Grabowski grab  hornbeam 

Jaron   Jar   sharp, strict 

Kaniecki  kania  kite 

Kopec   kopec  lampblack 

Kulikowski kulik  curlew bird 

Lewandowski lawenda lavender bush 

Lorek   lor   Lawrence 

Markiewicz marek  Mark 

Morawski  moraw  Moravia 

Nowakowski now  new 

Oleniacz  olen  Helena 

Patocska  patok  strained honey 

Ratajczyk  rataj  peasant, farmer 

Sczerbicka szczerb gap, notch 

Sobotka  sobot  Saturday 

Szablak  szabla  sword 

Trzcinski  trzcina  cane, reed 

Wajer   weier  pond 

Wawrzyniak waw  Lawrence 

Wesolowski wesol  merry 

Wlodarczyk wlod  reign 

Wojcik  wojt  village headman 

 

BULLETIN INDEX 

The Bulletin Index has been updated to include all the 

featured titles within each Bulletin from June 1997 thru 

November of this year.  The Index and the all the Bulletins 

are available in the BCGS library. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Please contact the editor with useful items of interest to the 

group for publication in future Bulletins. 
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