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QUERY 

 

Rutkowski – My g grandmother was Marianna 

Rutkowski, married to Michael Poffel (20 years her 

senior) lived on 58-acre parcels on Harford Rd. 

known as “Rollers Adventure” and “Pork Forest”. 

Michael died in 1920 and Marianna relocated to 

Durham St., Balto. City and married Apolinary 

Rosiak. She died in 1940. I would like to link her to 

other Rutkowskis, if possible. Ray Dombroski 

ponkers@aol.com 

This Query was found on the Rutkowski mail list at 

rutkowski@yahoogroups.com on 6 Dec. 2001. 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
Jan. 12 – “A tour of Eastern Europe”, Herb and 

Regna Simon 

Feb. 9 – “My Bogdan Family Genealogy”, Anthony 

Bogdan 

Mar. 9 “The Lithuarnian Community in Baltimore”, 

Dottie Aleshire 

Apr. 13 – Field Trip top St. Stanislaus Cemetery for 

inscription proof reading 

May 11 – Field Trip (to be announced) 

June – August – No scheduled meetings  

 

MISSING BOOKS 

 

The BCGS library reports six books missing from 

their shelves, two of which relates to East European  

studies. Please check your collection for these items 

and return them as soon as possible. 

1. Polish Heads of household in Maryland. An 

index to the 1910 Census by Thomas L. 

Hollowak. 

2. Korzenie Polskie Polish Roots by Rosemary 

A. Chorzempa 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

 

The group would like to thank respectively Diane 

Lasek, Tom Bocek and Dottie Aleshire for the 

pumpkin roll, chrusciki and brownies served at our 

last meeting. 

 

 

RECIPE – PUMPKIN ROLL 
 

Preheat oven 375
o 
 – Makes 1 roll 

2/3 C. pumpkin (don’t use pumpkin pie mix) 

2/3 C. sugar 1 t. baking soda 

½ t. cinnamon  ¾ C. flour 

Mix these ingredients together, and then mix in 3 

eggs. 

Spread on greased jellyroll pan.  I use an air bake pan 

to prevent burning using any other pan. Bake 15-20 

minutes. Lay a dishtowel flat on the table. Sprinkle 

with powdered sugar. Flip it onto the towel and roll it 

up. Let cool for 2 hours. 

Filling: 

2 T. soft butter 8 oz. Cream cheese (softened) 

¾ t. vanilla 1 C. powdered sugar 

Mix together till creamy.  Unroll the cake and spread 

filling and roll back up.  Refrigerate or freeze. 

Diane Lasek 

 

GETTING TO KNOW…… 

 

Tom Bocek in his youth (excerpts from his own 

“Reflections”) 

 

 It all started on February 20
th

, 1932 in the 

second story apartment at 1106 S. Highland Ave.  Dr. 

Mike Kunkowski delivered me and was my doctor all 

through childhood.  The earliest memory I have is of 

the yellow canary in the brass cage that dad hung in 

my bedroom.  The most wonderful scene was just 

across the street.  The Einschultz blacksmith shop 

was in full operation, with large draft-horses and their 

owners milling about waiting to be fitted with new 

horseshoes.  Most of the deliveries in those days were 

by horse drawn carriages.  They would bring milk, 

bread, fish, fruits and blocks of ice to your door. Of 

course the ice - man would carry the blocks of ice to 

the second floor and put them in the icebox.  When I 

was about five, the city was in the midst of taking up  

the brick sidewalks and replacing them with cement.  

This was followed by replacing the cobblestones in 

the street and replacing the hand-lit gas streetlights 

with ones that came on all by themselves! 

About 1936 we moved to 3423 O’Donnell 

St. and had the Ermers’ as our neighbors. John and 

Will have been lifetime friends.  Each Spring Mrs. 

mailto:ponkers@aol.com
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Ermer would make and bottle her own sarsaparilla.  

For my help in the various chores, she would give me 

a bottle, which was most cherished and made to last 

as long as possible 

 I went to school at St. Casimir’s on 

Kenwood Ave.  That was a long trek for a lad of six.  

We went to Mass before school in those days, which 

meant that in the coldest days of the winter, I started 

out when it was pitch black.  That is a distance of 12 

city blocks.  Both sides of the street along Canton 

Market were filled with stores of all kinds.  There 

was a bank, law offices, dry goods, window blinds, 

groceries, hardware and many more, making this area 

a shopping Mecca that was quite vibrant. 

We also had quite a few powerful trucks in 

those pre-war days and a sparse number of neat 

automobiles working their way around the horse-

drawn carts, streetcars and much railroad traffic in 

the Canton area.  The National Beer trucks were 

chain-driven with solid rubber tires about two inches 

thick.  The driver seemed to be about eight foot off 

the ground! 

 Another sight long gone is one of the men 

who came through the neighborhoods with a fold-up 

wooden tripod and grinding wheel.  He would set it 

up, foot-pedal it and sharpen scissors and knives for a 

few pennies each.  Very few families passed up his 

services. 

 My dad worked at the Sparrows Point steel 

plant in the Electrical Repair shop.  His job was to 

keep all of the cranes working and that meant 

climbing all over those things.  I’m sure this was hard 

and tiring work, but after dinner we always took 

walks all over Canton and he could always make 

them memorable by the stories he could tell me of his 

youth, spent in this same area. 

 In the home on O’Donnell Street all we had 

was a kerosene stove in the middle room.  I slept in 

the front room, and anything that was in my room 

that was liquid, would be frozen when I got up in the 

morning during those cold days of winter.  The house 

had no inside toilet or bathtub.  We had to heat water 

on the stove and pour it into a galvanized tub for our 

Friday night bath.  The trip outside was not fun 

either.  The outside toilet did have a flushing system, 

though.  When you stood up, the seat would 

automatically fly up and the water would flush with a 

vengeance.   

Moving back to Highland Ave. was a step 

up in comfort.  We actually had a bathroom and a 

coal fired furnace.  It was a huge round unit with 

large air ducts going to the rooms on the first floor 

only.  To feed this monster, the back of the cellar was 

partitioned off with boards to hold the coal, and the 

Fred Gross Coal Co. would put a chute through the 

side window and slide in a year’s supply in a matter 

of minutes.  Each day a new fire was started, and 

each day the ashes from yesterday’s fire had to be 

shoveled out.  They were put in a bucket and the city 

had crews come by and haul the ashes away.  Of 

course the fire always went out sometime during the 

night, which meant the mornings were still cold.  At 

least it was something.  In the summer time you put 

screens in the windows and enjoyed the sounds of the 

city.  If you were walking down the street, you could 

hear the entire episode of Amos & Andy without 

missing a word.  After dinner, all of the families 

would sit on the front steps to get away from the heat.  

This made for pleasant conversations and a sort of 

bonding of the neighborhood.  Almost every corner 

home was also a small store or a saloon.  There were 

no super markets, very few cars, and all of the 

businesses seemed to do quite well.  If you wanted to 

travel more than a dozen blocks or so, you rode the 

Street - Cars.  These were electric-driven, on steel 

tracks and overhead power lines.  The early models 

had wicker-woven seats that had a swivel back that 

was moved according to the direction you were going 

in. For a dime you could go to Bay Shore Park, 

Gwynn Oak, Druid Hill Zoo, or downtown, spend the 

whole day, and never think about anyone doing harm 

to you. I went to Poly every day on those cars. (#32 

to # 13 to the North Ave line) 

 One block east of Highland Ave. was Baylis 

St. The Blacks were on the east side of the street and 

the Whites were on the west side.  We all lived, 

played, and shopped together in perfect harmony.  

The narrow street that linked the two together was 

appropriately named Harmony Court!  In Hartman’s 

Confectionery Store on the southeast corner of 

Hudson and Highland Ave., you could buy penny 

candies, comic books, school supplies, soda, ice 

cream and my favorite, Cohen’s coddies (cod fish 

cakes on crackers with mustard- two for a nickel).  Of 

course, if you were going to the Grand Theater at 

Conklin and Eastern Ave., you could stop in the 

Little  Tavern next door and buy hamburgers for five 

cents apiece.  On Saturday afternoons I could get two 

burgers and see the movies for a quarter.  And that 

included the main feature (a cowboy show), the 

newsreel, a serial, and a cartoon. 

 Some of the games we played were “ollie-

ollie in free”, “hot butter-beans”, “hide the strap”, 

curb-ball, pitching pennies, marbles and of course all 

kinds of card games.  We built skateboards, molded 

lead soldiers, model airplanes and slingshots.  And 

we did it all without TV or the Internet. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with useful 

items of interest to the group for publication. 

 

 

Bulletin Editor: Ron Sacker  rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: D.  Aleshire daleshir@starpower.net 
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UPCOMING MEETING 

 

May 11 – Field Trip to the Polonia collection at the 

Lansdale library at U of B hosted by Thomas L. 

Hollowak.  His url address is the following: 

http://www.charm.net/~thollowak/HistorykPress/ 

 

OBITUARY REQUEST 

 
I need obituary information for Joseph W. 

Szymanski who died in January 2002.  It did not 

appear in the Sun papers.  Thanks.  Dot Aleshire 

 

NEW  MEMBER 

 
Welcome to our new member… 

 Phyllis Savarese 

 3722 Keene Avenue 

 Baltimore, MD 21206 

 410-254-5817 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

 

Hamburg Passengers from the Kingdom of 

Poland and the Russian Empire: Indirect Passage 

to New York, 1855 - June 1873.  Reviewed by 

William F. Hoffman, PGSA May, 1997 

 

This book, from Landsmen Press, the publishing arm 

of the Suwalk-Lomza Interest Group, a society of 

researchers, traces Jews from the area of Suwalki and 

Lomza, Poland.  You might easily think, “Oh, this 

book is only for Jewish researchers”- and thereby 

miss a valuable resource.  The authors explain that 

the passenger lists preserved by police authorities in 

Hamburg, Germany are a prime source of 

information, but we hear most often about the Direct 

Lists dealing with emigrants who went straight from 

Hamburg to their port of destination.  There are also 

Indirect Lists for those who took passage to an 

intermediate Port usually in Great Britain – and from 

there on to New York City.  This material is not quite 

so familiar, but contains valuable data.  So Landsmen 

published this book covering emigrants from the 

Kingdom of Poland or the Russian Empire who took 

the indirect route from 1855 through June 1873.  Of 

the 12,593 passengers found under these criteria, 

about 65 to 80 per cent were Jews, depending on the 

time frame under inspection.  So, while the book is 

most useful for descendants of so-called “Russian” 

Jews, 20 to 35 per cent of its data is relevant for non-

Jews from eastern (especially northeastern) Poland.  

The data is given in two forms: an Alphabetical Index 

listing each passenger by surname, given name, sex, 

age, town and country, ship, date and, page in the 

lists and an Index of Passengers in Order of 

Appearance on Lists, arranged by date, full name, 

and name of town.  So you can look up specific 

persons in the first part, while in the second part you 

see groups, including those who may have been an 

individual’s traveling companions.  Often these 

companions were either relative or neighbors in the 

old country. 

 

KATYN MEMORIAL 

 

 A five-story sculpture/pedestal of the Katyn 

Memorial stands near the Inner Harbor East Hotel.  

The statue is devoted to the 15,000 Polish officers 

and intellectuals who were murdered by the Soviets 

on Stalin’s orders in the Katyn Forest and buried in 

mass graves there and near Kiev.  The memorial is 12 

tons and 44 feet tall and the creation of the Polish 

born sculptor Andrzej Pitynski.  “It depicts, in 

abstract, an eagle (the symbol of Poland) rising from 

the flames of war and chaos to eventual 

independence and sovereignty” according to Alfred 

Wisnewski who was the chair of the committee that 

raised five million dollars for the project. 

 According to the Sun papers it is the tallest 

bronze sculpture in Baltimore.  It is located at 

President and Aliceanna streets. 

 

GETTING TO KNOW…. 

 

Joe Simon 

Joseph L. Simon was born and raised in the 

Govans and Hamilton areas of Baltimore.  He 

married his late wife, Marie Hild, and raised their 

family in the Hamilton area.  He has four sons, a 

daughter, and seven grandchildren.  After graduating 

from Poly high school Joe served in WWII as a 

radarman on a Navy rocket ship in the Atlantic 
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Theater.  Joe is a retired US Government broadcast 

engineer and delights in civic, religious and 

community activities.  He is a member of the Knights 

of Columbus and taught classes for the American 

Cross and the Lady Maryland –Living Classrooms. 

Other then the BCGS Joe, an eagle scout, 

devotes much of his time to the Boys Scouts of 

America as the Regional Chair for the NCCS.  .  His 

scouting honors and positions are numerous 

including the Silver Beaver Award, District Award of 

Merit, Order of the Arrow, Archdiocesan Chair, 

District Commissioner and Council Member at large 

Ad AltareDei, and St. George metals, Archdiocesan 

and OYM Metals of Honor. 

Joe volunteered to help the EEIG by 

translating and transcribing the Holy Rosary 

cemetery internment records into excel format on the 

computer.  This will afford researchers a tool for easy 

access and screening capabilities.  This project 

requires many months of diligent work and 

concentration. 

Joe is also researching his family surnames: 

Baginski, Lewandowski, Simon, Zaczek 

Tohaszkiewicz, Golaszewski, and Schwarzkopf. 

Periodically the Simon family meets and Joe 

is able to update the “clan” with the latest discoveries 

and anecdotes. 

 

AMERICA’S  ACE  POLISH  PILOT 

 

On Thursday, January 31, 2002, Lt. Col. 

“Gabby” Gabreski died.  He was America’s Greatest 

Living Ace of the European Theater in WW II.  He 

scored 30.5 kills (2.5 on the ground) with the 56
th

 

Fighter Group.  Gabby also downed 6.5 MIGs in the 

Korean War in his F-86 Sabre jet.  This feat was 

greater than Rickenbacker’s score of 26 in WW I. 

Francis S. Gabreski was born of Polish 

immigrants who lived in Oil City, PA. He started his 

air training in the US at Parks Air College in East St. 

Louis after being recruited out of Notre Dame 

University by the Army Air Corps.  Early on, he 

struggled through primary training and barely 

completed his training.  However, he persevered and 

graduated in March 1941 from Maxwell Field 

Training Center as Second Lieutenant.  Gabby was 

shipped to Hawaii where he witnessed the attack on 

Pearl Harbor and by the time he was able to get his 

plane off the ground, the attack was over. 

Later, he was promoted to Captain and was 

sent to England to join a RAF 315
th

 Polish Fighter 

squadron because he could speak Polish.  There, he 

received training in escorting bombers over the 

channel.  Gabby used the new Spitfire Mark IX 

planes during much of his combat ventures. He had a 

few encounters with the Luftwaffe.   

In February 1943, Gabreski was assigned to 

the US Eighth Air Force with the 56
th

 Fighter Group 

flying P-47 Thunderbolts.  He led his squadron in 

long fighter sweeps over the beaches of Normandy.  

In three weeks he surpassed Eddie Rickenbacker’s 

record and July 5, 1944 scored his 28
th

 air victory 

making him America’s leading ace.  He later crashed 

and was a POW until March 1945 where he was 

liberated from the Stalag Luft I prison camp. 

In July 1951, Colonel Gabreski claimed his 

first MIG flying a F-86 Sabre jet in the Korean War.  

In April 1952, he scored his fifth air kill to become 

one of the few pilots who became aces in two wars.  

In all, he was credited with 6.5 kills in the Korean 

War. 

He ended a distinguished Air Force career as 

commander of several tactical and air defense wings.  

After his retirement from the Air Force, he worked in 

the aviation industry and as President of the Long 

Island Railroad.  He lived in retirement on Long 

Island for many years as “America’s Greatest Living 

Ace”.  He passed away on January 31, 2002. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with 

useful items of interest to the group for publication. 

 

 

Bulletin Editor:  Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: D. Aleshire aleshir@starpower.net 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

The April meeting will be a field trip to St. 

Stanislaus Cemetery to proof read the typed 

tombstone inscriptions.  Tom Bocek is also planning 

a small ceremony at the cemetery to honor John 

Balik.  We’ll meet at the cemetery at 10:00 am.  For 

transportation call Dottie Aleshire at 410-465-8725. 

 

Our May meeting will be a field trip to the 

Landsdale Library at the University of Baltimore.  

The Polonia sub web site at the Library is the 

following: 

http://archives.ubalt.edu/amp/intro.htm. 
At the new web site there is an index series of 36 

titles ranging from Accidents to Youth where 

“boxes” of information can be found under each title.  

One can go to the site and identify the “box” for your 

research before the Library is visited.  Refer to the 

January 2001 Bulletin for the series titles or go to the 

website. 

 

RESEACH TIPS 

 

A record I found of my grandfather, Vincent 

Grynkiewicz stated that he was born in Kowno.  

Trying to locate this town, I found that Russia, 

Prussia, and Austria partitioned Poland-Lithuania in 

1772, 1793 and 1795.  The 3rd Partition eliminated 

the country from the map. In 1879, the time of my 

ancestor's emigration, Russia was occupying 

Lithuania, including Kaunas (Lithuanian), Kowno 

(Polish) and Kovna (phonetic transliteration of 

Cyrillic Russian). 

 

In researching genealogy in this part of the world, it's 

essential to get used to finding extremely variable 

spellings of personal and locational names.  A variety 

of languages were in daily use, including Polish, 

Lithuanian, Russian, Yiddish, and German.  Many 

people were illiterate or semi-illiterate, since Russia 

closed schools as a punitive measure following the 

insurrections.  Spelling conventions were much less 

fixed generally in this multilingual milieu than they 

are in America today.  And, finally, a lot of what we 

see are names written down phonetically by people 

quite unfamiliar with the native language(s) of the 

names. 

 

Basically, you should informally adopt the Soundex 

approach:  (1) ignore vowels - all vowels should be 

considered equivalent.  (2) Lump similar consonants, 

and consonant clusters together.  S-Z-SH-SZ, B-P, 

and so on.  Oh yes, this is quite important. Take time 

to learn how Polish is pronounced.  If you do not 

know that "w" in Polish is pronounced like "v" in 

English, "rz" like "zh", "c" like ts", etc. you are going 

to be very confused. 

Dottie Aleshire 

 

ALIEN REGISTRATION RECORDS 

 

Many millions of aliens who registered in 1940 had 

long been resident in the United States and remained 

here.  In some cases, a 1940 Alien Registration is the 

only INS (Immigration and Naturalization Service) 

document concerning such individuals.  Early 

registrations are on microfilm in INS custody, 

searchable by name, date of birth, and place of birth.  

These records are subject to the Freedom of 

Information Act/Privacy Act. 

 

Information included on the Alien Registration Form 

was of the following: Name, other names used, 

residence address, post office address, date of birth, 

place of birth, citizenship, sex, marital status, race, 

physical description, date/port/vessel/carrier of last 

arrival in the US, arrived as (passenger, crew 

member, stowaway, other), class of admission, date 

of first arrival in the US, number of years in the US, 

usual occupation, present occupation, employer, 

employer’s address, employer’s type of business, 

activities and/or membership, military service, 

date/number/city/state of declaration of intention, 

date/city/state of filed petition for naturalization, 

number of relatives living in US, arrests, whether 

worked for a foreign government in past five years, 

signature, fingerprint. 

 
LITHUANIA 

 

Lithuania is a picturesque country over 3.7 million 

people, situated on the eastern shores of the Baltic 



Volume 5, Issue 1 – January 2002 
Sea It is a heavily wooded land with fertile fields, 

many rivers and streams, and deep clear lakes.  The 

area, 26,173 square miles, is two and one half times 

that of Maryland.  Lithuania borders with Latvia, 

Belarus, Poland, Kaliningrad (a state of Russia} and 

the Baltic Sea.  Its national emblem is a knight with a 

raised sword on a galloping horse. 

 

Lithuanians are a distinct ethnic group of Indo-

Europeans, definitely different from the surrounding 

Slav and the Germanic peoples.  The Lithuanian 

language is one of the oldest living Indo-European 

languages in the world. 

 

Lithuania’s sovereign history dates back to 1252 with 

the coronation of King Minduagas.  It was occupied 

by Czarist /Russia in 1794.  On February 16, 1918, 

the Lithuanian National Council meeting in Vilnius 

declared the restoration of Lithuania’s Independence.  

Between two world wars, Lithuania enjoyed freedom 

with many creative achievements.  On June 15, 1940, 

Lithuania again became victim to collusion, between 

Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany.  The Red Army 

invaded and occupied Lithuania.  However, the fierce 

brave spirit of Lithuanians and their love of liberty 

could not be crushed.  On March 11, 1990, Vytautas 

Lansbergis, the head of Sajudis, was elected 

President of the Supreme Council of Lithuania and 

Lithuania’s independence was restored.  There is now 

an Embassy of Lithuania in Washington, D.C. with 

Stasys Sakalauskas as the Ambassador.   

 

The capital of Lithuania is Vilnius, founded in the 

13
th

 century.  It has remained the center of 

Lithuania’s intellectual and political life.  The 

university of Vilnius, the second oldest university in 

Eastern Europe now a sister school to the University 

of Baltimore. 

(This article was paraphrased from the Lithuanian 

festival Committee pamphlet.) 

 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

Periodically there will be some questions pertaining 

to genealogy for the group to ponder.  The answers 

will appear in succeeding bulletins.  Here are the first 

entries: 

1. How many years does Baltimore City and the State 

restrict - 

Birth records? 

Marriage records? 

Death records? 

2. What is GEDCOM? 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 
Regina Hartka changed her e-mail address to 

wthartka@webbox.com. 

 

Anthony Bogdan’s new e-mail address is 

ajbogdan@comcast.net. 

 

NEW MEMBER 

 

EEIG welcomes Kelly Harmon to the group.  

Kelly’s e-mail address is cold_ethyl@yahoo.com. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with 

useful items of interest to the group for publication. 

 

 

Bulletin Editor:  Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: D. Aleshire aleshir@starpower.net 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

 There will be no other meetings until September. 

Have a happy summer. 

 

JOHN BALIK REDEDICATION 

 

 On April 13
th

 the EEIG was in attendance of a 

short dedication ceremony for John Balik’s memory 

at Saint Stanislaus Cemetery.  Tom Bocek uncovered 

a memorial stone erected over 100 years ago for a 

Polish immigrant who did a heroic deed.  Tom and 

Diane Lasek researched the find and were responsible 

for the stories that were printed in the Baltimore 

Guide and the Dundalk Eagle newspapers.  Tom 

Bocek wrote the following memorial speech 

describing John Balik’s deed. 

In Memory Of John Balik  

 We know very little of the life of John Balik.  

From the paucity of records available we know that 

he was born in Poland about 1856 and traveled alone 

to Baltimore on the German ship DRESDEN, 

arriving on July 28, 1891.  We pick up his life only 

on the last day.  Leaving his residence at 808 South 

Bond Street early on that Friday, October 21, 1898 he 

headed to work in the area of the Fells Point Market.  

At about the same time Frederick Eckles had hitched 

up his team of horses and pulling a heavy load of 

kerosene out of the yard at the Standard Oil Co. John 

went over to Boston St. towards Fells Point.  

 The market at the end of last century was quite 

different than it is today. It was much larger and more 

open to the elements.  The widest portion extended to 

Thames St. and was bustling with merchants and 

shoppers from all over the area.  Besides the vendors 

who operated from the stalls, the streets around the 

market were crammed with carriages loaded with 

everything from food and flowers to live chickens 

and game. Women and children would scurry about 

with their baskets in hand looking for the needs of the 

family before the crowds became too unbearable.  

      Into this lively scene came Mr. Eckles, 

unloading some kerosene at Broadway and Fleet St.  

His team of three horses was left unattended for a 

brief time, but long enough for something to frighten 

them, sending them on a mad dash towards the mass 

of people milling around the market.  

 John saw this impending tragedy unfolding 

before his eyes, the wild horses charging, children 

playing in the street and people running for their 

lives.  He did the unthinkable, running towards the 

horses in an attempt to divert them before they got to 

the children.  In this he was successful but the crowd 

was stunned to see him overpowered by the animals, 

knocked to the ground and run over by the heavy 

load.  He was taken to the University Hospital where 

he died.  The next day the papers hailed the heroic 

deed of John Balik.  In the ensuing weeks there were 

letters to the papers and a call for a suitable 

monument to be erected in his honor.  The Rev. Dr. 

William Lord led this effort and a stone was set at his 

resting place in St. Stanislaus Cemetery on the third 

Saturday in March 1899.  The last sentence reads, 

"His brave deed is thus kept in remembrance."  

 It is to fulfill that thought that we have gathered 

here this morning for a re-dedication of this 

monument to a man who unselfishly laid down his 

life for his fellow man.  No person, city or nation can 

ask more of a fellow citizen than the inspiring deed 

of John Balik.  It is just that we keep his memory as 

bright today as it was over a hundred years ago. 

  

Rest In Peace and Valor, John Balik 
 

 

GETTING TO KNOW… 

DIANE BURNS LASEK 

 

 Diane reports that her interest in genealogy 

started at a very young age.  She would play “hide 

and seek” with her family where her father would 

hide objects and she invariably would be the first to 

find them.  Like many genealogists, Diane began in 

earnest (1995) by tracing family members’ ancestry 

in hopes of clearing up confused memories and 

documentation.  In her diligent research she was able 

to find her father’s parent’s names and records.  This 

gave great joy to her father and Diane. 

 Diane was born in Baltimore and grew up in 

Essex, Maryland.  Her family lived in a 

neighborhood called Hyde Park on the waterfront of 

Back River.  As a child Diane’s hobbies were fishing, 
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crabbing and boating with her family.  She has 

always been a cat lover and could not turn away stray 

cats.  Her family was large with four sisters, two 

brothers and five half sisters. 

 Diane’s father, William Michael Burns was born 

in Manhattan, New York on June 12, 1912.  After the 

loss of his mother he was shuffled around in Catholic 

homes as a child.  He married Marie Doeg and had 

five daughters.  Later he moved to Baltimore in 1938   

and remarried Violet Baugher (Diane’s mother) and 

increased his family by five daughters and two sons. 

 Diane attended Mount Carmel Catholic School 

Middleborough Elementary Deep Creek Middle and 

Kenwood High and graduated in 1972.  She started 

Essex Community College but decided to become a 

Dental Assistant.  She attended Medix School in 

Towson, Maryland where she completed the course 

for Dental Assisting.  She has been working as an 

Orthodontic Assistant for the past twenty-three years 

for a local Dental group. 

 Diane married Richard Lasek Jr. in 1974 and has 

two sons Mark and Ryan.  Her husband was in the 

Air Force and was stationed in New York, England 

and Idaho. 

 Diane is active in the EEIG and is credited for 

much of the research into the John Balik project. 

 She is researching the following surnames:   

Burns, Lewis, O’Shaughnessy, Lasek, Miros, 

Kowalski, Krol, Schmucker and Kuryk (Cohen) 

 

 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

Periodically there will be some questions pertaining 

to genealogy for the group to ponder.  The answers 

will appear in succeeding bulletins.  Here are the 

answers to the March queries: 

1A. The MD State time restrictions for a birth record 

is 100 years after the person’s birth; however, with a 

valid death certificate information can be retrieved 

from the birth record of that person.  The marriage 

record and death record information is available from 

1987 and before according to an n MD archives 

spokesperson.  Not all states have the same 

restrictions however; New York restrictions are 75, 

75 and 50 years for birth, marriage and death 

respectively. 

2A. GEDCOM stands for Genealogical Data 

Communication and was developed by the Family 

History Department of the Church of Latter-day 

Saints. It is the standard file format for exchanging 

genealogy databases regardless of what genealogy 

software program is used. 

New questions: 

3Q. When did Ellis Island start accepting immigrants 

into the US? 

4Q. In what order were vital records first taken? 

 

 

 

THADDEUS  KOSCIUSKO 

 

Thaddeus Kosciusko was born on February 12, 

1746 in a village along the Bug River near Brest in 

Belarus but then was part of the Grand Dutchy of 

Lithuania in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.  

Historians argue over Kosciusko’s lineage—Polish, 

Lithuanian or White Russian.  However, Poland 

claimed him as their hero and he is buried along with 

other Polish heroes in the historic Warwel Castle in 

Krakow.  In polish his name is spelled Tadenez 

Kosciuszko and pronounced “Kawsh-choosh-kaw.” 

The Lithuanians spell his name Tadas Kosciuska. 

Kosciusko, who fought for independence in the 

American Revolution, is considered a hero of two 

worlds, eastern and western hemispheres.  This 

extraordinary man was educated by the Jesuits in 

Brzesc (Brest), and continued his training in military 

engineering at Royal School at Warsaw, graduating 

as captain.  On a scholarship he went to France for 

studies in engineering artillery.  In 1776, he came to 

America to serve with the colonial forces.  He served 

under General Horatio Gates and using his extensive 

talent for fortifications he helped win a decisive 

victory at the Battle of Saratoga.  He later directed 

the construction of fortifications at West Point and 

served with General Nathaniel Greene in South 

Carolina  After the Revolution he was awarded US 

citizenship, a pension and the rank of brigadier 

general. 

Kosciusko returned to Poland in 1784 attaining 

the rank of Major General.  He led an uprising in 

1794 that bears his name in an effort to prevent the 

third partition of Poland by Russia, Prussia and 

Austria.  He was victorious at first by defeating the 

Russians at Raclawice but was overcome by a 

combined Russian and Prussian force at Szckocing.  

He successfully defended the siege at Warsaw and 

went on the offensive but was overcome at the Battle 

of Maciejowice, captured and imprisoned until 1796.  

Later he was released and exiled.  Kosciusko 

revisited America to a hero’s welcome and was 

awarded money and a land grant.  But the political 

situation of Poland/Lithuania drew him back to 

Europe where he tried to get assurances of 

Commonwealth independence from Napoleon for his 

support.  It was not forthcoming.  After Napoleon’s 

defeat, the Russian Czar tried to get Kosciusko’s 

support for Russian policies, but would not allow 

Commonwealth independence in return. 

He died in Switzerland in 1817, but in his will he 

ordered his American land grant be sold and the 

proceeds provide education for black Americans. 

Sources: Various encyclopedias and the Lithuanian 

Heritage. 

__________________________________________ 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

Oct. 12 – Guests of the Polish American Congress and 

the Polish Heritage Association will make presentations 

in lieu of “1930 Census explained” by Dottie Aleshire. 

Nov. 9 – “How your ancestors Celebrated Christmas” by 

Tom Bocek. 

Dec.14 – No Meeting.  Happy Holidays! 

 

 

 
Anthony Bogdan (left) and Tom Bocek were presenters 

at the LDS Family History Workshop on September 14, 

2002. 

 

LDS WORKSHOP 

 

Those of us who attended the Family History Workshop 

were treated to a wide range of topics in genealogy.  That 

day, there were over 40 unique subject classes scheduled 

of which a maximum of 5 classes could be selected.  The 

classes included research at the Family History Center; 

Genealogy on the internet; Computers and scanners; 

Genealogy software; 1930 and 1880 Censuses; Research 

into DAR, PA, Military; Records research into Maryland 

probate, Marriage, Hidden records, Maryland archives, 

Library of Congress, National Archives, Washington  

 

 

D.C, Maryland Historical Society, US, Baltimore County 

wills, Orphans Court, Indentures, Birth-death-marriage, 

Immigration-naturalization; Ethnic research into Irish, 

German, Italian, English, African-American, LDS 

Pioneers, Poland and Eastern European.  Other classes 

included topics such as Timelines, Where to Start, 

Problem solving and Organizing records. 

Tom Bocek and Anthony Bogdan presented two 

interesting hours of techniques they used in their family 

research and tips to make your investigation fruitful at 

home and abroad. 

 

1930 CENSUS 

 

The 15
th

 census was taken on April 1, 1930 with a 

population of 132.2 million, but released 72 years 

afterwards to satisfy the government privacy restrictions.  

The originals were destroyed in 1949 after the Bureau of 

the Census filmed them.  Ten states were soundexed 

completely and two states were partially soundexed.  

Maryland was not among them and not soundexed at all.  

The reason for this was that the WPA was terminated 

before they could complete it in 1940.  To know the 

location of the residence of whom you are researching 

will be great help for the 1930 census. 

The recorded information in the census is as follows: 

 Address 

 Name, age, sex in household 

 Relationship to head of household 

 Owned or rented or mortgaged 

 Value of home or monthly rent 

 Owned a radio set 

 Color or race 

 Single, married or divorced 

 Age at marriage 

 Attended school 

 Able to read and write 

 Place of birth 

 Parents place of birth 

 Native spoken language 

 Immigration year 

 Naturalized or alien 

 Able to speak English 

 Type of Work 

 Type of industry 
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 Class of worker 

 Employed last 

 Veteran and what war 

Some of the above questions were not asked in Alaska 

census.  

 

 

SAINT STANISLAUS KOSTKA 

 

The EEIG and BCGS are about to publish a tombstone 

inscription book of the St. Stanislaus Cemetery. The 

saint’s name given to this cemetery and its associated 

church is not to be confused with the patron of Poland, 

St. Stanislaus of Cracow.  He was a bishop and a martyr 

and lived in the eleventh century.  He was canonized a 

saint in 1253. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka, however, was born in 1550 to John 

Kostka, senator of Poland, and Margaret Kryska and died 

in 1568 at the age of seventeen.  Stanislaus grew up in 

the castle of Rostkovo. He was privately tutored and 

attended the college of the Jesuits at Vienna with his 

brother.  He spent much of his time in prayer, study, 

recollection and devotion.  His brother held his piety with 

contempt and amusement and bullied him for it. He was 

at the college for two years. There, he became very ill 

and while praying to Saint Barbara, the community’s 

patron, in a vision two angels administered to him. It was 

said that he had a vision of the Blessed Virgin who told 

him that his ‘hour of death was not yet come and bade 

him to devote to God in the Society of Jesus.”  After his 

recovery, he set out on a 350-mile walking journey to 

Augsburg and then to Dillingen to make his request to St. 

Peter Canisius in upper Germany.  After three weeks, St. 

Peter Canisius sent him to St. Francis Borgia, the General 

of the Society of Jesus in Rome with his petition.  He was 

admitted in 1567 into the Society as a novice.  He 

exercised his novitiate in a contemplative manner that 

seemed to be in continuous prayer.  On the feast of the 

dedication of St. Mary Major, talking with Father 

Emmanuel de Sa about the Assumption of our Lady, he 

said: “How happy a day for all the saints was that on 

which the Blessed Virgin was received into Heaven! …. I 

hope myself to be there for the next feast they will keep 

of it.” Stanislaus became gravely ill with frequent 

fainting spells. He knew he had not long to live. Early in 

the morning of the Assumption he whispered to an 

attending priest, Father Ruiz, that he saw Blessed Virgin 

accompanied with many angels.  Stanislaus Kostka died 

on August 15, 1568.  He was canonized in 1726 and is 

venerated as a lesser patron of his native country.  His 

feast day is November 13
th

. 

Source: Paraphrased from the “Lives of the Saints”. 

 

 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

 

Periodically there will be some questions pertaining to 

genealogy for the group to ponder.  The answers will 

appear in succeeding bulletins.  Here is the answer to one 

of the May 2002 queries: 

3A.  Ellis Island started accepting immigrants into the US 

in 1892 after Castle Garden in lower Manhattan could no 

handle the inflow.  It is estimated that 16 million 

immigrants entered the country though Ellis Island up to 

1954 when activities where transferred back to 

Manhattan.   

 

NOTICES 

 

Bulletins – Do you need to update yourself on EEIG 

progress and activities?   Read the bulletin.  Past bulletins 

are available in the BCGS library to peruse. An index to 

the subject matter is located in the bulletin loose-leaf 

binder.  Bulletins can be borrowed or copied.  See the 

librarian. (The editor has a limited number of selected 

past Bulletins, which will be available at the October 

meeting.) 

Cemetery Books – Those who want to take advantage of  

the pre-publication price of the Saint Stanislaus Cemetery 

book (without postage and pickup at BCGS library), 

bring the application and a check to the October meeting 

for delivery to the BCGS librarian. The price is $20.00 + 

$1.00 MD tax.  Also, please contact those who may want 

a copy of the cemetery book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

 

 Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with useful 

items of interest to the group for publication. 

 

 

Bulletin Editor:  Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

Nov. 9 – “How your ancestors Celebrated Christmas” by 

Tom Bocek. and 1930 census by Dottie Aleshire.   

Dec.14 – No Meeting.  Happy Holidays! 

Jan. 11 – Meeting. Topic T.B.D. 

 

POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS 

 

Chuck Slomski, president of the PAC Maryland Division, 

addressed the EEIG last month and described his 

organization to the group.  The PAC was created in 1944 

in response to the concern of Americans of Polish 

descent for their ancestral homeland, Poland, following 

its brutal victimization during World War II.  The PAC 

works to achieve growth of Polish Americans in 

fraternal, educational, cultural, social, youth, parish, 

civic, veteran and professional associations.  Among 

other goals and objectives the organization aims to 

maintain active liaison with local, state and federal 

government officials regarding the needs and concerns of 

Americans of Polish ancestry.  The PAC maintains a 

central point of contact for information about area Polish 

American organizations and events. 

  For more information Chuck’s e-mail is 

chucks@cablespeed.com or go to the local web site at 

www.polishcommunity.com or to the PAC national web 

site at www.polamcon.org.  

 

ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA MEMBERSHIP 

METAL 

 

This past weekend my wife and I went away, as we do 

every year, for our anniversary.  We spent the weekend in 

Shepherdstown WV.  One of our favorite things to do 

while away is browsing antique shops.  I'm always on the 

lookout for things that will help or enrich my genealogy 

hobby.  

Books on Baltimore, or any items that help me relate to 

my ancestors fall in this category.  While browsing a 

shop in Martinsburg WV (approximately 10 miles from 

Shepherdstown), an object folded up in a plastic bag 

caught my eye.  Among other medals, mainly military, 

was the word "Czlonek" (with a line through the L).  

Immediately I noticed that it was a Polish word.  I picked 

up the bag and removed the object from the bag.  It 

unfolded to reveal more Polish lettering on the ribbon 

portion of the medal.  That's when I noticed the words 

"Stanislawa Kost" and "w Baltimore, MD."  I bought the 

item, and later when back at home, started to look into 

what I had.  What I thought was a medal from St. 

Stanislaus Church was actually from Holy Rosary 

Church.  The object is a membership medal of someone 

belonging to the Holy Rosary Church's Society of St. 

Stanislaw Kostka (Polish Roman Catholic Alliance), see 

insert.  What a find!  Since I've discovered this, my hopes 

are up that one day I'll find a similar medal for the St. 

Martin's Cadets.  My grandfather belonged to this group 

when he died in 1933.  All I have to say is...I'm keeping 

my eyes open. 

Anthony Bogdan - Oct. 15, 2002 
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TOM'S FAVORITE PIEROGIE RECIPE  

 
Ingredients:  

4 raw eggs 

2 lb. Flour  

2 lbs. Sauerkraut  

1 lb. Dry curd cottage cheese 

1 lb. Butter (or margarine)  

 

Put sauerkraut in large frying pan and fry until the juice 

has all boiled out, turning from time to time, until it is 

slightly brown. Turn off heat and allow to cool to room 

temp.  

In a large mixing bowl, crack open the eggs and add 4 

egg-shells of water. Beat the mixture with a fork and 

begin adding the flour a little at a time. When the fork 

will no longer work, begin kneading with your hands. 

Keep adding flour until the dough no longer sticks to the 

bowl or your hands. Take a piece about the size of your 

hand and press flat on a well-floured rolling board. Begin 

rolling out the dough until it is about as thin as a quarter. 

Use just enough flour to keep the dough from sticking to 

the board. 

Drain all of the juice from the cottage cheese in a 

colander and add it to the kraut, stirring it in well. Take 

an even table spoon of the mixture and place it on a 

section of dough. Turn an edge over make an envelope 

that looks like a half circle. Press the dough together and 

cut it away from the sheet. Using your fingers, press the 

ends together with enough force to make a perfect seal. 

Place the pierogie on a clean cloth to begin drying. 

Continue this process until all of the sauerkraut and 

cheese mixture has been stuffed. Let dry for about an 

hour or more, turning them to allow for both sides to dry.  

Bring a pot of water to boil. Add two pierogies per 

person and boil until they float to the top. Do not boil too 

rapidly! Take from water and serve with melted butter. 

Leave the water boiling low, nobody ever stops at two!  

Tom Bocek – Reprint from November, 2001 handout. 

 

READING MATERIAL 

 

Tom Bocek recommends the reading of the following 

novels.  They give an insight of the history, turmoil, 

pride, glory and heartbreak of a nation struggling to 

survive for its dignity, independence and culture.  

POLAND by James A. Michener 

DID THE CHILDREN CRY by Richard Lukas 

PUSH NOT THE RIVER by James C. Martin 

 

HOLY ROSARY CEMETERY INDEX 

 

Surnames from the Holy Rosary Tombstone Inscription 

Cemetery Book published by our Society are indexed at 

the BCGS’s web site www.serve.com/bcgs/bcgs.html.   

This new entry to the web site will allow researchers to 

inquire for surnames of interest.  When found, a page 

number (s)  will indicate where in the cemetery book the 

surname is located.  The surname index is in excel (.xls) 

format.  

 

HOLY ROSARY INTERNMENT RECORDS 

STATUS 

 
Transcribing of the internment records by Joe Simon is 

progressing.  Joe reports that the first four books dating 

from June 17, 1889 to September 8, 2000 have been 

entered into his computer, half of which have been 

verified.  This constitutes approximately 19,500 entries.  

The fifth book represents internments from September 8, 

2000 to the present where about 350 entries remain. 

Those members of the EEIG who wish to find 

information about their relatives at the cemetery can 

contact Joe at his e-mail address or leave him a message 

with the relative’s name at the meeting. 

 

BULLETIN INDEX 

 
The Bulletin Index has been updated to include all the 

featured titles within each Bulletin from June 1997 thru 

November of this year.  The Index will be e-mailed to all 

EEIG members. 

 

2003 PROGRAMS 

 

Tom Bocek is requesting from the EEIG membership 

their ideas and desires concerning topics for the 2003 

schedule of meetings.  If you have an item for his list that 

will be interesting and useful to the group please e-mail 

or call Tom. 

 
NOTICES 

 
The Saint Stanislaus Cemetery book estimated shipping 

date was scheduled for October 25, 2002. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Please e-mail, phone or write the editor with useful items 

of interest to the group for publication. 

 

 

Bulletin Editor:  Ron Sacker rodosac@juno.com 

Chairperson: Tom Bocek tpbocek@bcpl.net 
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